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From the Pastor’s Desk:   
 

This isn’t original, and Peter Steinke, who wrote the book How Your Church Family Works, quoted it and 

admitted he didn’t know where it was from anywhere.  

The Lesson 

Then Jesus took his disciples up the mountain, and gathering them around him, he taught them: 

“Blessed are the meek;  Blessed are they that mourn; Blessed are the merciful; Blessed are they that thirst 

for justice; Blessed are you when persecuted; Blessed are you when you suffer; Be glad and rejoice for 

your reward is great in Heaven.”   

[I’m sure you recognize this.  It will be the gospel reading in worship soon.] 
 

Then, Simon Peter said, 

“Are we supposed to know this? 

And Andrew said, 

“Do we have to write this down?” 

And James said, 

“Will we have a test on this?” 

And Philip said, 

“I don’t have any paper.” 

And Bartholomew said, 

“Do we have to turn this in?” 

And John said, 

“No one else had to learn this.” 

And Matthew said, 

“Can you say that again?  I was checking a text.” 

And Judas said, 

“That’s all well and good, but what does this have to do with real life?” 

And one of the religious leaders asked to see Jesus’ lesson plan and marketing strategy. 

“Where are your objective in the cognitive domain?  Is this all measurable and attainable?” 

And Jesus wept.  
 

Check your own response when you hear Jesus’ words.  Do you strive to find an exception, a “yeah, 

but…?”  Do you find a way to dismiss the command these words imply for you?   Do you place Jesus’ 

words high in a spiritual world only, above the “real world”—especially the world of power and politics 

around us? Do you start looking for ways to “Ace” the test, even though Jesus said nothing about a test?   

How do we hear Jesus teachings over this Epiphany season?   

Perhaps this year something new will happen when you hear these words.  Is it possible?   



God, help us to see your blessing when we are the ones who mourn, who suffer, who are persecuted for 

righteousness sake, when we are called upon to be merciful, or forced to accept circumstances in meekness.  

Even more, help us to be glad and rejoice, because in all these things you have opened our eyes to behold 

you in our meek, persecuted, suffering, mourning, burdened with injustice neighbor, in whose eyes we 

behold the very kingdom of heaven.   
 

Do you have a child or grandchild who will be ready for First Communion or Confirmation classes anytime 

in 2019?  Do you wonder if a child in your life is ready, or how you would know?  Contact Pastor Betsy 

soon so that we can plan together or request a “Pastor Call” on your pew card.   
 

It’s a New Year, time to update Old Information!  A number of Newsletters, mailings, and emails are 

returned to the church office every month.  If your mailing address has changed, or you are temporarily 

away, the post office charges us an additional fifty cents (plus the cost of the original mail) for each piece 

of mail returned to us.  We cheerfully pay this because it gives us a way to keep in touch.  Until March 1, a 

copy of our present directory information will be in the narthex and the hallway.  Please check that the 

information we have for you is current.   
 

If you wish to receive mailings from the church via email instead of “snail mail” the savings further 

multiply, and you are the first to receive mailings from the church. Each time we send email, a dozen or 

more are returned by that nasty “Daemon.mailer.”  Please check your email address while you check your 

directory information, or give us email if you have not prior to this.   

We want everyone who wishes to stay in touch with St Paul’s to be able to do so easily.  Many good things 

are happening here all the time, and we want you to know about them.  If, however, you no longer are 

interested in receiving mail (the Forward Newsletter, email) please drop us a quick email or phone call so 

that we don’t wind up in the circular file of your life.   

YOU can help us improve communication AND save some dollars, and THAT makes  Sense/Cents!    
 

THANK YOU! 
 

Please thank all the bakers for their delicious cookies and support for Sights and Sounds—Debby Shelby 
 

Thank you for everyone whose extra efforts filled our Advent and Christmas season with beauty and joy: 

Gail and John Grangaard—Sights and Sounds 

Greta Blegvaad—managing help for the Community Advent Dinner with Holy Trinity 

Everyone who served, set up, cleaned, and otherwise made the Community Advent Dinner and give away 

happen, providing so much more than a meal to over 150 men, women and children. 

Matt Hummel, Josh Ice, the Covenant Choir, the Jubilate Ringers, and all the special musicians who 

beautifully lifted our hearts and spirits in worship and praise throughout the Advent and Christmas season. 

Teri Beamer and Denise Crews; John Jordan, and everyone who helped set out decorations, set the table for 

communion, and clean up and restore afterwards. 

Diane Ganz, Juli Rauch, Matt Hummel, Sheriena Fuller, Carys Williams and Ryleigh Jones, Tim Jordan,  

Joe Stamper,  and all the children who brought us the story of “Sleep in Heavenly Peace” for this year’s 

Christmas program  (written by Pastor Betsy) 

Caroline King for donating the Fontini creche, and those who helped set it up, including the youth. 

And all the people who came to find the Christ Child and returned home rejoicing and telling everyone 

what God has done!   

Many people gave a little—or a lot—more, and our worship gave us all so much more.  Thank God for you. 
 

 

 



Council News 

As the 2019 Council was installed January 6, three new members were added:  Joe McDaniel, Alice 

Beamer, and Denise Crews.  Mandy John was re-elected for another term.  Leaving council after fulfilling 

their terms are Don Miller, John Jordan, thank you for your willingness, your service and commitment!  

You have shown us how we are blessed to be a blessing! 
 

Mail Call! 

The mailboxes for council, staff, groups and committees have been rearranged to make it easier for 

everyone to locate who does what (but not necessarily where or why).  Good things come to those who 

stick their hands in boxes!  Find yours, and check it often if you have one.  Idea:  What a simple way to 

thank a church leader, group, or worship leader with a quick note.  There’s a saying among the best school 

teachers:  “Catch them doing good.”  Church leaders need to be caught doing good too—as Paul writes, we 

need to use our gifts to build one another up into the whole body of Christ.   
 

Looking Forward in Worship 

We emerge from the Christmas season into seven weeks of Epiphany this year.  Yes, that is longer than 

usual.  In fact, it’s about as long as Epiphany can be.  The liturgical calendar sets the weeks of Epiphany 

between the last of the twelve days of Christmas  (which are AFTER Christmas!) and the beginning of Lent  

(this year, March 6).   Epiphany serves an important role in continuing what was introduced during the 

Christmas season, focusing on the means through which God is made known  in the world in Jesus Christ. 

Each Sunday worshipers glimpse again the totality of Christ through the readings, hymnody, ritual, and 

fellowship. Each Sunday Christ makes himself known bodily through the bread and wine of the Lord’s 

supper. Christ also makes himself known in baptism through the water and word that claims new daughters 

and sons. We make Jesus known in our daily lives as our eyes are opened to see ourselves as brothers and 

sisters to Jesus and to one another. Martin Luther King Jr. day, Women’s History month,  Black History 

Month, the conversion of Paul and confession of Peter, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity—whether 

by accident or by design, these observances draw us to pay attention to Jesus answer to the young lawyer 

who asked  “And who is my neighbor?”    
 

I Saw it Somewhere… 

Interesting sites to visit this month: 

Livinglutheran.org  features articles from the Living Lutheran print version, background stories, and 

much more.  A great way to “up periscope” and see the church at large. 

Seeds Monthly—a monthly e-newsletter with new and helpful resources, events, ideas for ministry and 

more.  Formerly called Seeds for the Parish,  a print resource offered for leaders of congregations.   Sign up 

at ELCA.org/subscribe.  While you are at ELCA.org you can check out Bishop Eaton’s latest letter, 

Lutheran Disaster Response activities,  the latest in church news, find out what the ELCA is doing with 

young adults  Global Mission volunteers, and much more.   
 

In January and February, Pastor Betsy will be leading Heart and Soul 

on Sunday mornings, 11:00-12:00 in a series called “Foundations of 

Hate.”  We will look at how the bible—both Jewish and Christian—has 

become a platform for hate through many generations, a platform from 

which some have launched campaigns of violence and terror,  We will 

look at how the relationship between Jews and Christians from the first 

century forward spun out into anti-semitism throughout our shared 

history. Discussion will also include how hate builds, propagates, and 

proliferates in our own time.  Drop is for thought-provoking discussion!                 
                 

             Peace on the journey,   Pastor Betsy 



 
 

PRAYERS:   Our prayers are requested for the following people:George Sukara, Joe Kascandi, Jonothan 
Moyer, Cameron Leang, Ruth White, Davey Saylor, Vicky Zigan, Hugh Friel, Ella & Carroll Casto, Stan 
Mozer , Jeff Kinser & Joanne Gordon.  

 

Those with Long-Term Prayer Concerns:  Frances Slebodnik, Dawn Campbell, Fred Citrone, Ernest & 

Wanda Cooperider, Betty & Cliff Neighbarger, Gretchen Treneff, Merry Anctil, Ginny Baker, Mary Beamer, 
Alice Smith, Margaret Marx, 
 

 
Prayer Requests can be written in the small leatherette book on the podium in the narthex (and called in to 

the office and prayer chain)   You can add requests for birthday and anniversary celebrations, illness, or 
those in any kind of difficulty.  Please indicate whether you would like to have them in the following weekend 
prayers of intercession.  Check in and read them from time to time and add these petitions to your own 
prayer life as we share the life and body of Christ. 
 
If you need an address for anyone or wish to add someone to the list, please call the office. 

 

 

 
                              
 

 ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY LAMP CANDLES 
 
 
February  3

rd
 :       One vase is given by Steve & Janet Gall honor of their grandson, Joey Gall & 

       granddaughter, Savannah Gall. 
    The second vase is given by Linda Crawmer in honor of her husband, Gene Crawmer’s  

    birthday on February 3
rd

. 
 

Reminder:  When you write your name on the flower or candle chart, please fill out an information form 

and put it in the basket on the office door.  The information forms are canary yellow half-sheets that can be 
found on the shelf with the ushers’ things.  This will save the secretary time when typing the Forward and the 
bulletins.  Thank you! 
 
 

Church Office Hours:  The normal office hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Friday.  However, 
those are not the only times you can get into the building.  The west door of the education building is 
unlocked when the Vision Center is open, which is normally 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 

 

 
Notes to the Church and Congregation: 
 
 

I offer my humble thanks to Pastor Betsy, Pastor Rauch and all those who prayed, visited and sent words 

of love and kindnewss during the illness and passing of my special girl and wife  Elsie. Praise be to God, 
Webb Mills. 
 
Thank you for all the help with the dog biscuits!  We delivered a whopping 18 dozen to the Animal 

Shelter and the Humane Society.  We also were able to donate 7 cans of cat food to the shelter, 7 cans of 
cat food to the humane shelter & 1 bag of dog food.  p.s. Moose sends a special thank you to Mrs. Ganz, 
Liam Peterson, Addyson Jones, Special friend & neighbor, Gwen  & Ainsley & Addison Laidlaw Smith!! 
 

 
 



 
Just a reminder: Announcements for the bulletin are needed by Wednesday, noon each week.  Newsletter 

items are needed on the first Tuesday of the month  (December 3 this month).   These dates are critical now 
because our secretary is part time and cannot put anything in the newsletter for which someone hasn’t given 

her information.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Four Church Farm-Our Own Outdoor Campground: 
 

Do you need a place for a family reunion, overnight camping, weekend camping or just a family 
picnic?  Then The Four Church Farm is the place for you! 
 

This is a beautiful hilltop area on Flint Ridge which was donated to St. Paul’s, St. John’s, Trinity and Christ 
Lutheran Churches by the late judge, Virginia Weiss. We at St. Paul’s help maintain this area during the year 
with mowing, cleanup and overall maintenance. Shelter House, picnic area, restroom facilities, water and 
sporting equipment is available with your reservation.  Last year, the farm was only used 40 times with a lot 
of open dates. This facility is more than the October Ox Roast and needs to be used. No cost involved.  
For reservations, check the calendar on Christ Lutheran Church web page. Click on Four Church Farm for 
the calendar, then call the church secretary at Christ Lutheran, 740-522-4505, for your reservation. 
 
 

IF YOU BORROW tables, chairs, roasters, etc. for family gatherings, please ask at the office first to make 

sure they are not needed at church or already been spoken for.  The white& laminate tables and chairs are 
not to leave the building, but the wooden ones may be loaned. 
 

Change of addresses: 

If you have a change of address, please contact the office so we can update our information.  Thanks!!  

ST. PAUL’S BOOK CLUB:   meets the third Monday evening of each month at 7 p.m.  Their next meeting 

will be February 18
th
. 

  

 

MATTHEW’S KITCHEN:  meets now on the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the chapel.  Next 

meeting is February11
th

. 
 
 

GAME NIGHT – is February 15
th

 at 7:00 p.m. in Weisgerber Lounge.  Bring your favorite board or card 

games or play someone else’s favorite.  Bring along a snack to share.
 

 

 

YOUTH  NEWS  The next youth breakfast is February  10
th

. 
 

 

FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP- next meeting is on February 20
th
 @12 p.m. 

  
HEART & SOUL CLASS meets every Sunday @ 11 a.m. 

 

 
WELCA  NEWS: 
 

All the circles are meeting again on their usual days: 
 

  

Alice Circle  Will be meeting February 14
th

 @ 1 p.m. 
 

 

Ruth Circle meets the 2
nd

 Wednesday of the month at 9:30 a.m. and their next meeting is February 13
th

 . 
 

 



Financial Reports 
Received 12/16/2018:                         Year to Date            Attendance 
Current $ 3,088.64 $ 177,134.62        Sat. 4 p.m.    19 
Benevolence 68.00 5,948.50  Sun. 9:30 a.m   103 
Total $3,156.64  $ 183,083.12  S.S.  ?? Total    122 
 
Received 12/23/2018:    Year to Date   Attendance 
Current $ 2,879.00 $ 180,013.62          Sat. 4 p.m.     19   
Benevolence 81.00 6,029.50               Sun. 9:30 a.m.  78 
Total $2,960.00 $186,043.12     S.S.    ??   Total  97 
 
Received 12/24/2018:    Year to Date   Attendance 
Current 2,602.06 $ 182,615.68                3 p.m.    49 
Benevolence 0.00 6,029.50                     10:30 p.m.  75 
Total $2,602.06 $ 188,645.18                    Total 178 
 
Received 12/30/2018:    Year to Date   Attendance 
Current 1,720.00 $ 184,335.68         Sat. 4 p.m.     ? 
Benevolence 66.00 6,095.50            Sun. 9:30 a.m.    51 
Total $1,786.00 $190,431.18       S.S.  ?? Total       
 
Received 01/06/2019:    Year to Date   Attendance 
Current 2,851.00 $ 2,581.00        Sat. 4 p.m.    21 
Benevolence 138.00 138.00             Sun. 9:30 a.m.   71 
Total $2,989.00 $2,989.00     S.S.  ?    Total   92 
 
Total Income for Operations as of December 31, 2018     $228,280.89 
Total Operating Expenses as of December 31, 2018             -218,324.91  

Surplus          $  9,955.98 
 
Donations were made to WELCA in memory of Elsie Mills by Linda Kinser and 
Helen Foster.  A donation was made to the Memorial Fund in memory of Elsie 
Mills by Diane Ganz. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATION COUNCIL  

                                                                   MINUTES  

    January 7, 2019  

 

Present: Alice Beamer, Greta Blegvad, Denise Crews, Anne Daly, Mark Finck, Kerrill Foster, Lindsay 

Freytag. Jean Hovland, Matt Hummel, Mandy John, John Jordan, Charlie Laidlaw-Smith, Joe McDaniel, 

Jim Rengert and Pastor Betsy Williams  
 

Absent: Don Miller and Al Miller  
 

Mandy John, President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 

The minutes of the November 26, 2018 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by Anne Daly to 

approve the minutes as written, seconded by Charlie Laidlaw-Smith. The motion was approved. 
 

Pastor Betsy distributed paper stars to Council members and asked that each member write things that they 

are good at on one side, and on the other side, things they are not as good at and bring them to the next 

Council meeting. Council members’ mailboxes in the office are being re-organized and members are 

encouraged to check their mailboxes. There are two leadership/personal growth books that Pastor Betsy 

recommends: How Your Church Family Works by Stenke and Extraordinary Leadership by Gilbert. Pastor 

Betsy recommends that a book group be formed to study the books. Pastor Betsy reported that her family’s 

Australian Shepherd dog is very ill.  
 

Treasurer’s Report  
 

The November Treasurer’s Report was presented by Kerrill Foster. She will make another financial 

presentation to the Congregation after the services on January 26 and 27 which will include the final budget 

report of 2018. A motion was made by Charlie Laidlaw-Smith and seconded by Matt Hummel to approve 

the November Treasurer’s Report. The motion carried. The donation funds received for altar flowers is not 

sufficient to cover the costs. It was decided to raise the cost per vase to $20 and Easter or Christmas flowers 

to $10 each. Thank you notes to members who provide a large donation were discussed.  
 

Denise Crews will review the storm water bill with Kerrill to determine if a credit/rebate would be 

available.  
 

The folding machine has not been received yet.  
 

A motion was made by Matt Hummel and seconded by Anne Daly to approve Kerrill Foster as the 2019 

Financial Secretary. The motion carried.  
 

Election of Officers  
 

A slate of officers was selected. A motion was made by Denise Crews to approve the slate of officers by 

acclamation, seconded by Jean Hovland. The motion carried and the following officers were elected for 

2019: 

President   Mandy John  

Vice President   Matt Hummel  

Treasurer   Mark Finck  

Assistant Treasurer   Joe McDaniel  

Secretary   Alice Beamer  

 

 



Page 2 Council Minutes January 7, 2019  

 

Kerrill is still waiting for committee information and notes from the President and Pastor to include in the 

Annual Report.  

 

Pastor Betsy thanked Greta Blegvad for doing a wonderful job with the Advent Dinner on December 19. 

Everything was very organized.  

 

Outgoing Council members were thanked for their service.  

 

Transition Time/General Discussion of Goals for 2019  

 

Council discussed goals for 2019 and how to proceed after the Listening Post Report. Each Council 

member is asked to forward to Mandy, three items from the Listening Post Report that should be focused 

on, and what we should spend the most energy on. Council was asked to do this at the last meeting, but 

only three members replied to Mandy. The Mission Statement was reviewed as well as the possibility of 

another visit from Pastor Abrams. The current Mission Statement is: “The Mission of St. Paul’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church is to the SHARE, at all times and with all people, the Good News of GOD’S 

GRACE, through CHRIST JESUS.” 

 

Roundtable:  
 

Kerrill Foster reported that the W2 taxes are filed and 1099’s are done. Mandy John will discuss cleaning 

priorities with Amber. Pastor Betsy reminds everyone that if there is information to be included in the 

bulletin or newsletter it must be sent to Jodie, the church secretary, exactly as it should be worded. The 

information is copied and pasted into the bulletin or newsletter. Matt Hummel asks that you also cc the 

information to him and Kathy Jordan. Pastor Betsy is looking for volunteers to be on the newsletter team. 

Jodie Nickles will be collecting for the Humane Society so the donation area will remain in the lobby.  

 

Mandy John reminded Council members that the Council meetings are always the last Monday of the 

month, which means some meetings fall on the fifth Monday of the month. Start time is 7:00 p.m.  

 

Mandy also thanked the new Council members for their willingness to serve.  

 

Kerrill Foster offered the closing prayer and the meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted  

Lindsay Freytag  

Council Secretary  

 

The next meeting will be January 28 at 7:00 p.m. in Danford Hall. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 

SCHEDULE 

Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School for all 

ages 11:00 a.m. 

  
 

 

       SATURDAY                    

         WORSHIP 

4 p.m. year-round 

  
“The Mission of St. Paul's 

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is to SHARE, at all 
times and with all people,   
the Good News of GOD'S 

GRACE, through  
CHRIST JESUS.” 
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