
ST. PAUL’S EVANGELIC LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATION COUNCIL
MINUTES

June 25, 2018
 
Present:  Kerrill Foster, Lindsay Freytag, Jean Hovland, Matt Hummel, Mandy John, John 
Jordan, Don Miller, Jim Rengert, Pastor Betsy Williams, Russ Hovland, Diane Ganz and Pastor 
June Wilkins
Absent:  Greta Blegvad, Anne Daly, Mark Finck, and Charlie Laidlaw-Smith
 
Mandy John, President, called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.
Pastor Betsy Williams offered devotions and prayer.
 
A motion was made by Don Miller and seconded by John Jordan to approve the minutes of the 
May 21, 2018 meeting.  The motion was approved.
 
Committee Reports
Congregational Care:  Committee members visited with eight homebound members.  Flowers 
from the altar were distributed to five members.  There are two members in the Goose Pond area 
who could use rides to church on Sunday’s.  A note will be placed in the Forward asking for 
volunteers.
Education:  Sunday School teachers for the small children are needed and two volunteers have 
been found.
Evangelism:  Steve Wiersma, Jerry Young and Ruth Graham have been working on ideas.  A 
report was reviewed of possible seasonal banners for the church tower and yard signs.  Branding 
is a part of the choices.  These examples will be placed on a table in the hallway for review and 
input by members of the congregation.  Comments are needed.
Four Church Farm:  The Ox Roast is scheduled for October 7.  Jim Rengert reported that St. 
John’s regularly contributes funds to the Four Church Farm.  He recommends that St. Paul’s 
consider doing the same.
Mutual Ministry: Did not meet.
Property:  The committee has spent many hours making decisions about re-keying the outside 
doors of the Education building.  Work on re-keying will begin June 26, and appropriate keys 
will be distributed.  The church handbook will be updated with instructions.  This is phase 1.  
Phase 2 will include sanctuary access and interior doors.  Jim Rengert and John Jordan 
mentioned that Hank and Tammy Trites have mulched the flower beds around the church.  This is 
a big job and is very much appreciated.
Rental:  The Pro-Teen Center which rents space upstairs in the Education building will be 
charged half of the normal rental fee in June and July since they do not use the space in the 
summer.  It is still to be determined whether they will use the space again in the fall.  Other rental 
properties are in good shape.
Technology/Website:  No report.
WELCA:  Mother’s Day and Father’s Day activities were not held this year since no one 
volunteered to organize them. 
Worship:  Once a month members have been asked to select their favorite hymn from three 
possibilities, and the one with the most votes is used during a future service.  The June 3 musical 
was a success and many thanks to all the musicians and Josh Ice.  Nearly $400 was raised and
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will be designated for future music expenses.
Youth Ministry:  Three youths and Pastor Betsy are headed to the Youth Gathering in Houston 
June 27.  Prayers are requested for the group. 
 
A motion was made by Jim Rengert, seconded by Matt Hummel to accept the committee reports.  
The motion was approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Kerrill Foster reviewed the financial report with Council.  Thanks to a 
generous memorial contribution by the family of Homer Jones, the transportation costs for the St. 
Paul’s group attending the Youth Gathering are paid.  A motion was made by Jim Rengert and 
seconded by Don Miller to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  The motion was approved.
 
Pastor’s Report:  The LOMO Day Camp was a success with twenty-one registrations.  Pictures 
will be available on Facebook soon.  First United Methodist supplied lunch for the campers 
which was much appreciated.  Pastor Betsy recommends that fellowship with the Methodists 
continue.
 
Old Business
Council will not have a retreat in July as previously discussed.  Fall dates will be considered, and 
Pastor Abrams would then be able to review results of the Listening Post with Council with 
suggestions on how to proceed.
 
Sexton job descriptions/contracts for Jackie and Amber were reviewed.  Amber would work 15 
hours per week and Jackie 10 hours per week.  The contracts cover sexton duties inside St. 
Paul’s.  Outside maintenance would be contracted or done by volunteers.  After the contracts are 
signed they will be reviewed in 30 days to assess the job performances.  A motion was made by 
John Jordan and seconded by Kerrill Foster to approve the two contracts with minor changes 
suggested by Jean Hovland.  The motion was approved.

There is no news from Mecklenburg about a visit in 2019 or 2020.
 
September 18 is God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday.  St. Paul’s is still searching for a project.  The 
City of Newark will be contacted for suggestions as well as Deb Dingus at United Way.
 
Updates to the church handbook and constitution will be available for review at the August 
Council meeting.
 
New Business
Pastor June reported to Council that the Listening Post report should be ready in about two 
weeks.  Usually the report is presented to Council first but to foster transparency, she 
recommends that the report be presented to the Congregation first at a special meeting.  Three 
dates are needed.  The report is read to the congregation, and members of the Listening Post will
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be present along with Pastor Bob Abrams from the Synod to answer questions.  
Council agrees that the report should go to the Congregation first and recommends the following 
dates: (1) August 26 (2) September 9 or (3) September 2.  Pastor June is not able to be here until 
about 12:00 noon, so a potluck after our church service and before the reading of the report is 
planned.  Pastor June will let us know which date is best.
 
St. Paul’s membership rolls were discussed.  In order to update the roll, a Christmas letter is 
being considered to assess whether those who attend infrequently still want to be considered a 
member of St. Paul’s.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting.
 
The July Council meeting is canceled.
 
Roundtable:
Jean Hovland suggests that Council members subscribe to the Southern Ohio Synod newsletter.  
It is available at www.southernohiosynod.org
 
The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer and adjourned at 9:15 p.m.
 
Next meeting will be August 27, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
 
Respectfully Submitted
Lindsay Freytag
Council Secretary
 


