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For the Living of these Days     August 26, 2020 
 

Information for Worship in a Time Apart 

With St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 67 N. Fifth St, Newark OH 43055 

Church Office. 740-345-6115             Council President Jean Hovland – 740-366-5058 

ST. PAUL’S IN THE CLOUD  1-740-247-5551  
COME ONE AND ALL TO WORSHIP TOGETHER SATURDAY AUGUST 29th AT 4 P.M.! 

WEAR A MASK!   BRING HAND SANITIZER! 

SIT IN MARKED PEWS and OBSERVE SOCIAL DISTANCING BETWEEN FAMILY GROUPS! 

YOU ARE WELCOME TO BRING YOUR OWN COPY OF THE BULLETIN ALTHOUGH THEY WILL BE 

PROVIDED. 

PLEASE, DON’T COME IF YOU ARE FEELING ILL.  

CONTINUE TO LOOK FOR OUR SERVICE ONLINE ON FACEBOOK OR GO TO STPAULSELCA.ORG, 

FOLLOW THE LINK AND OPEN THE VIDEO IN THE BROWSER OF YOUR CHOICE! 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Well bless your heart.   I have been watching some little videos of southern-isms on Facebook.   
My favorite to date is where the “years” get together on a Zoom meeting and compare notes; 2019 
calls and comforts a depressed 2020 and other years join in.  Another good one is the one about 
what Grandmothers say, you know, like, “Well bless your heart,” which can be taken in a variety of 
ways.  You never know if having your heart blessed is a good or bad thing.  I choose to think that it is 
the epitome of doing what Christ expects you to do rather than what you really would sometimes like 
to do. Paul reminds us in this week’s lesson and Jesus in the Gospel, that it is not about us or what 
we want to do or say, but about what is best for the kingdom of God and our neighbor.  To 
concentrate on ourselves and what we want is contrary to what it means to be in the body of Christ.  
We must concern ourselves with what is good for the body as a whole and sometimes, many times, it 
means putting aside our wants and desires, angers and fears, and blessing the hearts of everyone 
around us.  Kerrill Foster 

 
Rally Day is Coming on September 12. It is almost time for Rally Day and this year we will be having a virtual 

rally.  To prepare we are looking for pictures of our members.  Don't worry about your extra COVID 15 or your 

COVID haircut.  We have missed all of you and just want to see your smiling face (or even your stylish 

facemask).  Send your photos to sdcrews@juno.com and then watch our Facebook or YouTube page for our 

photo montage.   

 

We are looking for people willing to help with filming the live service one Saturday a month.  If you 

can help, please contact Greta at stpaulselcanewark@gmail.com or call or text her at 740-644-

4620.   Thanks! 

 

Pastor John Stroup has agreed to be our interim minister for the next six months as we begin to 

complete the paperwork and assemble the call committee for our next pastoral search.  We have 

received the link to the paperwork, and council is in the process of researching what is needed to 

complete it in the most effective manner.   

 

This week we welcome supply organist Chad Baker.  Chad was organist here at St. Paul’s before, 

when his father served at the 1st United Methodist Church across the way.  He will be trading off 

weekends as our organist with Andrew Willis, who is new to us.  Welcome to both of you and thank 

you for sharing your musical gifts with us.  As a side note, the Organist search committee has met 

and is underway.  

 

Finances and attendance.  We have been averaging about 16 folks at the live services on Saturday 

afternoons, and over 100 Facebook views of the service and 40 YouTube views as well.  Our 

finances are looking good, because we are not paying a pastor or benefits currently, instead adding 

to our fund as a way to cushion the time when we need to pay those benefits again.  Currently our 

General Operating receipts at the end of July are $108,812.11 and expenses at $93,619.42 leaving a 

balance of $15,192.69.   

mailto:sdcrews@juno.com
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Our next Council meeting is Monday, August 31st at 7p.m.  Our next communion will be on 

September 26th.   

 

September Birthdays 

September 2nd Ryan Wiersma, September 4th – Gail Grigsby, September 8th John F. Jordan 

September 9th – Beth Hodges, Ryleigh Jones, Becky Kolb, Briana Simon, Joyce Woolard 

 

September Anniversaries 

September 2nd – Chuck & Donna King (20), Steve & Kristine Wiersma (48) 
September 4th – Thomas & Erin Daly-Zinn (10)  September 5th – Paul & Sharon Harble (61) 
September 6th – Jens & Greta Blegvad (32), September 9th – John & Loretta McCollum (48) 

 
Please Keep the following people in your prayers: 
Tambra Simon 
Carmella Holman 
Matthew Rauch 

Ruth Swinehart 
Jan Rengert  
 

Missy Zimmerman 
Ginny Baker 
 

Ruth White  
Pastor Betsy & family 

 
Those with long-term ongoing concerns: 
Dawn Campbell 
Earnest & Wanda 
Cooperider 
Davey & Mary Saylor 

Betty Neighbarger 
Gretchen Treneff 
Mary Beamer 

Marshall Rosene 

Wilma Keller 

Terry Nelson 

Margaret Marx 

Terrie Baker 

Rose Godenschwager 

Frances Slebodnik 

Alice Smith 

 

 
13th Weekend after Pentecost  
Service of the Word 
St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
August 29, 2020 4 p.m. 
Supply Organist:  Chad Baker  
Council President:  M. Jean Hovland  
Pastor Emeritus:  Rev. William J. Rauch 
Interim Pastor:  Rev. Dr. John D. Stroup 

 
PRELUDE:  “Interlude I” - Mark Hayes, “Now the Silence” - arr. John Carter 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Dear Friends, please remember that there will be no singing or speaking in 
unison during the service to reduce the possible spread of disease.  All text will be read by the supply 
pastor and singing by the cantor. The offering plates will be by the exit doors as you leave today.  
Standing at this service is optional. 
 
ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  

Amen.   God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen.   
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 

Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith.  Amen. 
 
KYRIE -   Kyrie Eleison, Lord Have Mercy, Christe Eleison, Christ have Mercy,  

      Kyrie Eleison Lord Have Mercy 
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GLORIA  
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.  Mighty God of all creation, Father of 
surpassing worth:  we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.  Saints and angels 
bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. Son of God and gracious Savior, you have 
come from heav’n above; on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. Hear 
our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; Holy One in faith we name you, God most 
high, yet near to all:  Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.  For the peace 
that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength 
to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

PSALM 26:1-8 
 1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity; 
  I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered. 
 2Test me, O | LORD, and try me; 
  examine my heart | and my mind. 
 3For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes; 
  I have walked faithful- | ly with you. 
 4I have not sat | with the worthless, 
  nor do I consort with | the deceitful.  
 5I have hated the company of | evildoers; 
  I will not sit down | with the wicked. 
 6I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD, 
  that I may go in procession | round your altar, 
 7singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving 
  and recounting all your won- | derful deeds. 
 8LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell 
  and the place where your glo- | ry abides. 
 
THE LESSON:  is written in the book of Romans Chapter 12 beginning with the 9th verse: 
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the 
saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate 
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is 
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed 
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on 
their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  The word of the Lord.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand as you are able. Standing is optional.)  
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.  Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our 
hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 
GOSPEL:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 16th    chapter.  (21-28)   
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 
everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” The gospel of the Lord.  
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SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #460 “Now the Silence” 
Now the silence, now the peace, now the empty hands uplifted. 
Now the kneeling, now the plea, now the Father's arms in welcome.  
Now the hearing. now the power, now the vessel brimmed for pouring.  
Now the body, now the blood, now the joyful celebration. 
Now the wedding, now the songs, now the heart forgiven leaping. 
Now the spirits visitation, now the Son's epiphany, now the Father's blessing.  Now. Now. Now. 
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
   
LORD’S PRAYER  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us together silently pray as Jesus taught 
us:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

 
DISMISSAL  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   
 
POSTLUDE: “Improvisation on HYMN TO JOY” - arr. Gordon Young 

 


