
 

The Great Chancel Window 

 

Location: Above the altar 

Theme: The Transfiguration of our Lord (with allusions to his Baptism, Resurrection, and Ascension) 

Scripture: Mark 9:2-10  

 

 . . .Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them to a high mountain apart by themselves; 
and he was transfigured before them, and his garments became glistening…And there appeared to them 

Elijah with Moses; and they were talking with Jesus…And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came 
out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him…” 

  



             

The central panel of this three window group features the glorified Christ, his Transfiguration being 
symbolized by his radiant clothing and face but particularly by the "nimbus" or halo around his head and 
the oval-shaped "aureole" surrounding his body. All of this is to indicate that in this man Christians have 
their vision of God. 

While the Transfiguration is the central theme of the church window group, this particular panel also 
integrates symbols from Jesus’ Baptism, Crucifixion and Ascension. Thus, at the very top of the central 
panel we see the descending dove representing the Holy Spirit, which comes out of the story of Jesus’ 
Baptism (Matthew 3:16-17). At his Baptism the same words were spoken which were later heard at the 
Transfiguration: "This is my beloved Son. . ." 

The culmination of Jesus’ ministry is symbolized by the fact that his hands and feet show the marks of his 
Crucifixion. 

Furthermore, the window contains various "heavenly" symbols which point to Jesus’ Ascension. Thus, at the 
bottom of the aureole we see a cloud and a rainbow, and proceeding up both sides are found a crescent 
moon, a sun, several stars, a comet, planets – all indicating that the ascended Christ is cosmic and universal. 

Finally, on either side of Jesus’ head are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet – alpha ("A") and 
omega (looks like "M"). At the very end of the New Testament in the book of Revelation, Jesus is recorded as 
saying: "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." 

The two side panels of the great chancel window depict the other two main participants in the story of the 
Transfiguration – Moses and Elijah. From the time of Jesus it has been customary to divide the Old 
Testament into two sections – the Law and the Prophets. Moses symbolizes the Law and Elijah represents 
the Prophets. 



Thus Moses is depicted in the north panel, holding the tablets of the Ten Commandments with the front 
tablet showing the Roman numerals, "I, II, and III." According to the Lutheran enumeration of the Ten 
Commandments these are the three commandments having to do with our obligations to God. 

Notice that Moses is pointing to the First Commandment which says: "You shall have no other gods." In his 
Small Catechism, Martin Luther interprets the First Commandment thus: We are to fear, love and trust God 
above anything else. Notice the two horn-like shafts of light protruding from Moses’ head. This is the 
traditional way of depicting Moses’ appearance, based on the account in Exodus (Exodus 34:29-35) of how he 
looked after receiving the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai. 

The third and final panel in this three window group depicts Elijah, the prophet par excellence in the Old 
Testament. Elijah is shown holding a burning chariot wheel which is representative of the dramatic 
conclusion to his career at the moment when he passed his authority on to his successor, Elisha. (2 Kings 
2:11) "And as they still went on and talked, behold a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated them. And Elijah went 
up by whirlwind into heaven. . ." 

Art Glass Dedications: The central panel was dedicated in honor of Pastor Myron Danford by the South 
Division. Myron Danford was pastor of St. Paul’s Church from 1944 to 1976, holding the longest pastorate in 
the congregation’s history. During his ministry the present building was constructed. Myron Danford was 
born on May 20, 1908 and he died October 22, 1987. 

The South Division was part of the congregation’s women’s association as it was constituted some years 
prior to the establishment of the present Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

The north panel (Moses) was donated by Daisy Harris (1876-1958) in memory of her husband, Herbert 
Harris (died 1942) and her parents Charles and Ellen Hettesheimer. Mr. Harris was president of the Licking 
County Bank. Daisy was active in the congregation’s women’s organizations. 

The south panel (Elijah) was donated by Bessie Fern Luther (1886-1965) in memory of her husband, Martin 
A. Luther (died 1950). Mr. Luther worked for the Pure Oil Company. His wife was a homemaker and active 
in the congregation’s Christomathean Bible Class and the South End Division of the women’s society. 

Storm Window Dedications: The covering of the central (Jesus) and north (Moses) panels were donated in 
memory of John Buser by his wife, Nettie and his daughter and son-in-law, Ann and Robert Hite. (For 
information on John Buser, see the Dedication page.) 

The covering of the south panel (Elijah) was donated by Lawrence and Rosie Brookover in honor of her 
birthday, July 16th. The Brookovers affiliated with St. Paul’s in 1944. (He died in 1986 and she in 1991.) 

 


