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From the Pastor’s Desk:   
 

The tonsured head of St. Francis peaks out just over the window sill in my office.  Sometimes a bird will 

pause to rest on it.    I think the real, flesh and blood St. Francis of Assisi would be amused.  Of course,  

this one is a concrete casting.  To the butterfly, it is a mineral lick.  To the bird, it is a place to rest safe 

from predators.  To me, it is a lovely reminder of the Other reformer in October, the first in our minds  

being Martin Luther of course.   God called Francis to reform the Church in a time when it lost its way in 

the clutter of excess, wealth, and corruption.  Francis was well known for being the King of Revelry at the 

time, funded by his father’s wealth as a cloth merchant. His cronies were disbelieving of his change, not 

least because they missed the lavish parties he once invited them to.  Francis embraced his call to “Lady 

Poverty” when he heard the voice of Jesus say to him “Repair my church.”  He followed that voice literally 

and figuratively, beginning with his own life.    He sold an expensive bolt of luxurious fabric from his 

father’s warehouse in order to rebuild a church ruined by war, and began to feed and clothe those whose 

lives had been shattered by war while people like his father had grown wealthy.    Outraged, his father took 

him before the Bishop for theft.  In a dramatic showdown in the church, in front of God and everyone, 

Francis divested himself of every stitch and token of his father’s wealth and walked out into the streets 

naked. Thereafter he covered himself only  in the rough cloth of the poor.   

The apostle writes “We have this treasure in earthen vessels to show that the transcendent power belongs to 

God and not to us.”  (II Cor 4:7)  In every age the earthen vessels we craft to carry the power of God’s 

word into this world become crusted with our own wealth of resources, hoard of hurt, golden nuggets of 

human wisdom and the manufacture of  traditions.  It’s hard to see the humble clay vessel through the  

encrustments.   Francis reminds us that God’s treasure is carried in a human womb, God’s deep investment 

in mortal flesh and life.  Mortal flesh is vulnerable, but in deep compassion God gives life and healing to all 

the created world.  We remember Francis’ compassion and companionship not only among the human 

poor, but all created life—which is why we often bless animals when we commemorate Francis in October.  

As we seek together the insight and wisdom we need for the future following the Listening Post report, it is 

clear we need to hear for ourselves Jesus’ call to Francis:  “Repair my church.”   Be mindful that  we do 

have the treasure in earthen vessels—frail, easily chipped, earthy stuff.  Hold one another in loving 

kindness and compassion, as God holds you.  Do not be afraid to take off the layers with which we comfort 

and insulate ourselves at the expense of the mission Jesus gives us.   Take care and effort to distinguish the 

value of the vessel is the treasure that it carries, not its adornments and refinement. Review Francis’ famous 

prayer “Make me an instrument of your peace…” on ELW pg. 87.    Most difficult of all, set aside the 

language and conviction that it is our church we are called to repair.  It is Jesus’ church, called into being 

not by our works but by the work of the Holy Spirit, upon whom we can depend to call us into mission, 

gather us fellowship, give light to our path, and make of our lives a holy testament to God’s work and 



grace.  When it seems impossible, hold tightly to Jesus’ promise that those who dare to lay down their lives 

and take up his cross will gain their lives.  That promise embraces Jesus’ church as firmly as it holds each 

one of us.   
 
Peace on the journey, 
Pastor Betsy 
 

 
PRAYERS   Our prayers are requested for the following people:  Raymond Moore, Steve & George 
Sukara, Jonathan Moyer, Joe Kascandi, Cameron Leang, Ruth White, Patty Langsdale, Elsie Mills. 
 

Those with Long-Term Prayer Concerns:  Frances Slebodnik, Dawn Campbell, Fred Citrone, Ernest & 
Wanda Cooperider, Betty & Cliff Neighbarger, Gretchen Treneff, Merry Anctil, Ginny Baker, Mary Beamer, 
Alice Smith, Mary Shuh, Margaret Marx, 
 

If you need an address for anyone or wish to add someone to the list, please call the office. 
 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY LAMP CANDLES 
 
 
 
October  7

th
 :    Both  vases are placed by Linda Kinser in memory of Jess Kinser & Frank & Leota Freel. 

                          The Sanctuary  Candle is lit by Greg & Kim Everingham on honor of the 19
th

 birthday of their                                                    
                          grandson, Trey Petrella Everingham on October 4

th
. 

October 14
th 

:   One vase is placed by John & Libby Warnock in memory of their grandson, Mitchell  

                          Warnock.
 

                          The second vase is placed by Shirley Campbell in memory of her husband , Wayne 
                          Campbell’s birthday on October 13

th
.                               

 

Reminder:  When you write your name on the flower or candle chart, please fill out an information form 

and put it in the basket on the office door.  The information forms are canary yellow half-sheets that can be 
found on the shelf with the ushers’ things.  This will save the secretary time when typing the Forward and the 
bulletins.  Thank you! 
 
 

Church Office Hours:  The normal office hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Friday.  However, 

those are not the only times you can get into the building.  The west door of the education building is 
unlocked when the Vision Center is open, which is normally 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 

 

Notes to the Church and Congregation: 
 
 

Ruth Swinehart would like to thank everyone for the prayers, cards & gifts during her accident.  Also 
special thanks to Pastor Betsy for the visits & communion. 
 
If you have not received a copy of the results of The Listening Post, please contact the office  
@ (740) 345-6115. 
 
Oktoberfest - Saturday 9/29, 5-10pm.   

 Tickets On Sale Now - Tickets for Oktoberfest will be on sale before and after the services 
starting today.  Please look for the men and women in lederhosen and dirndls in the 
narthex for more details.  Don't forget to invite your family and friends! 



 Volunteer sheets for Oktoberfest are now on the table in front of the chapel.  Please look 
over the list and see how you can help make this event a success.   

The Oktoberfest Committee has spaces available for the Marktplatz on September 29 from 6-8 
PM. 
The Marktplatz is a place for our groups to have activities or sell items to benefit your program.  Last 
year we found that food items sold the best but you are free to choose any activity you would like.  The 
Property Committee has volunteered for the pretzel concession and WELCA will be offering baked 
goods.  The youth are planning a candy table and the Altar Guild will be selling candles.  Some other 
suggestions include, popcorn, face painting, pumpkins and gourds, apple dumplings or a photo booth. 
The Marktplatz operates as follows, each group will be provided with a table and sign.  You are free to 
decorate your table to suit your group.  Each group will be responsible to provide their wares and a 
person to staff the table, and price your goods in round dollars.  The Marktplatz sells $1 tickets so you 
do not have to provide change or handle cash.  The Oktoberfest committee will then pay out the 
number of tickets you collect.  Groups are free to deal in cash if you choose.  If your group is interested 
in a table, contact Denise Crews at sdcrews@juno.com. 
 
ATTN:  Central Ohio Area Lutheran Churches 
  
Lutheran World Relief – Ingathering of Donations 
  
Date:        October 5, 2018 
Time:       10:00 to 2:00 pm 
Place:       St. Luke Lutheran Church  –  4456 Morse Road;  Gahanna, OH  43230 
  
The truck will be leaving the parking lot of St. Luke promptly at 2:00 pm and traveling to Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Kettering, Ohio.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at my home # 614-475-2772.  Janet Dixon:  President/Convener 
 
New Banner 
If you haven't seen it yet, St. Paul's has a new banner on the bell tower.  This is thanks to your input 
over the summer about the ideas proposed by the Evangelism Committee to help communicate our 
identity to our neighbors.  Like what you see?  Great.  If not, we're still looking for your input.  We'd like 
to continue the discussion about how we might best reach out to the community around Advent and 
Lent, as well as how we might best engage with the community around service projects.  If you're 
interested in being a part of that, we'd love to have your participation.  There are no formal committee 
meetings to attend -- we'll be talking over coffee before and after church or you can reach us 
online.  Thanks! 
Ruth Graham - ralg68b@outlook.com 
Steve Wiersma - scwiersma@windstream.net 
Jerry Young - mandyjerry@aol.com 
 
Humane Society box is located in the coat room by the lobby.  Items needed are cat food, dog food, toys 

(cats & dogs), old towels, blankets & litter. 
 
Book Group - St. Paul’s book group meets on the third Monday of the month at 7:00 P.M. in the lounge.  

Our  book this month will be My Grandfather Would Have Shot Me by Jennifer Teege (non-fiction).  If you 
enjoy reading and discussing a variety of literature you are most welcome to join us.  Questions? call Diane 
Ganz (740-344-9141). 



 Are you a Third Thirty?  Do you have a loved one who is?  "Third Thirties" are those who consider 

themselves to be somewhere in the last third in life.  It's not a number, there are no lines.  It's about the kind 
of life tasks upon you or someone you care for.  Pastor Betsy is leading a new study this year that combines  
a "class" that uses a resource written by her friends Dick and Judy Reuning and outside speakers and 
guests from the community.  We will meet once a month, and think about coming with a friend.  Discussion 
will be lively and meaningful.  The last Sunday of September is our kick-off meeting.  Pastor Betsy will 
provide the main entree, and you are asked to bring salads/desserts.  We will determine our regular meeting 
time at that meeting, September 24 after Sunday School, 11:45-1:00. 
 

Has anyone ever told you that they wish that you would write your story down?  Writing our spiritual 

story is a deeply satisfying and meaningful experience.  It's about making the life we have lived make sense 
and holding it in God's Light.  Pastor Betsy is going to lead a Third Thirty group  (apart from the one just 
mentioned)  on writing spiritual autobiography.  We will write together, share with one another, and at the 
end have a written work that can be shared with one's family.   This can be a "co-project" for those needing 
physical assistance or a companion to help--a grandparent and a grandson or granddaughter, for instance.    
The group is limited to six to eight writers.  Contact Pastor Betsy, leave a message with the church door 
secretary, call the church office or shoot a text or email to revbmw77@gmail.com.  The first meeting is [the 
last Thursday in September at 11:00]   We will choose a regular time then.   If there is interest in having an 
evening group or off-site group,  Pastor Betsy is interested in that too.   
 

This Changes Everything!  Daycamp, Youth Gathering--it's been our story all summer!   Come to Rally 

Day on September 9 during the Sunday School hour and hear from the participants who went to the youth 
gathering  and discover "What" changes Everything.  All ages!   
 

 Four Church Farm-Our Own Outdoor Campground: 
 

Do you need a place for a family reunion, overnight camping, weekend camping or just a family 
picnic?  Then The Four Church Farm is the place for you! 
 

This is a beautiful hilltop area on Flint Ridge which was donated to St. Paul’s, St. John’s, Trinity and Christ 
Lutheran Churches by the late judge, Virginia Weiss. We at St. Paul’s help maintain this area during the year 
with mowing, cleanup and overall maintenance. Shelter House, picnic area, restroom facilities, water and 
sporting equipment is available with your reservation.  Last year, the farm was only used 40 times with a lot 
of open dates. This facility is more than the October Ox Roast and needs to be used. No cost involved.  
For reservations, check the calendar on Christ Lutheran Church web page. Click on Four Church Farm for 
the calendar,  then call the church secretary at Christ Lutheran, 740-522-4505, for your reservation. 
 

Prayer Requests can be written in the  small leatherette book on the podium in the narthex (and called in to 

the office and prayer chain)   You can add requests for birthday and anniversary celebrations, illness, or 
those in any kind of difficulty.  Please indicate whether you would like to have them in the following weekend 
prayers of intercession.  Check in and read them from time to time and add these petitions to your own 
prayer life as we share the life and body of Christ. 
 

IF YOU BORROW tables, chairs, roasters, etc. for family gatherings, please ask at the office first to make 

sure they are not needed at church or already been spoken for.  The white tables and chairs are not to leave 
the building, but the wooden ones may be loaned. 
 

Change of addresses: 

Juli Rauch:  307 N. Granger Street, Granville, Ohio 43023 

 
If you have not received a copy of the results of The Listening Post, please contact the office  
@ (740) 345-6115. 
 
ST. PAUL’S BOOK CLUB:   meets the third Monday evening of each month at 7 p.m.  Their next meeting 

will be October  15
th

.   



 

MATTHEW’S KITCHEN  meets now on the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the chapel.  Next 

meeting is October 8
th . 

. 
 
 

 
GAME NIGHT – is October 19

st
 at 7:00 p.m. in Weisgerber Lounge.  Bring your favorite board or card 

games or play someone else’s favorite.  Bring along a snack to share.
 

 

 

YOUTH  NEWS  The next youth breakfast is October 14
th
. 

 

 

FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP- To be announced.  

  
HEART & SOUL CLASS meets every Wednesday @ 7:30 p.m.  

 
WELCA  NEWS: 
 
 

All the circles are meeting again on their usual days: 
 

 

Alice Circle (normally) meets the third Thursday of each month at 1 p.m.  They will be taking a break during 

the summer.  Their next meeting will be on October 18
th
 @ Weisgerber lounge. 

 

 

 

Ruth Circle meets the 2
nd

 Wednesday of the month at 9:30 a.m. and their next meeting is October 10
th

. 
 

 

***FINANCIAL REPORT : for August & September will be in the October Forward. 
 
ST. PAUL’S EVANGELIC LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATION COUNCIL MINUTES AUGUST 27, 
2018: 

 
Present:  Anne Daly, Mark Finck, Kerrill Foster, Lindsay Freytag, Jean Hovland, Matt Hummel, Mandy John, 

John Jordan, Don Miller, Jim Rengert, Pastor Betsy Williams Absent:  Greta Blegvad and Charlie Laidlaw-
Smith    
 
Mandy John, President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Pastor Betsy Williams offered devotions 
and prayer.    
 
A motion was made by Kerrill Foster and seconded by John Jordan to approve the minutes of the June 25, 
2018 meeting.  The motion was approved.    
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Congregational Care:  The Word in Season was sent to shut ins who hadn’t received one.  Visits were 

made to Dawn Campbell, Ruth Swinehart, Debbie Zartman, Mary Anctil, Wanda Cooperrider, Martha and 
Florence Knerr, Lois Lovelady and Ginny Baker.  Martha Knerr has since passed away and committee 
members attended calling hours and the funeral.   
 
Education:  Preparations are being made for Rally Day on September 9.  Shereena Fuller and Sheila 

Carpenter have agreed to teach Sunday School for younger children.  Pastor Betsy asked the older children 
who they would like to have as a teacher.  They suggested Matt Hummel.  After Reformation Matt will assist 
with the class and various teachers may rotate.   A twelve week curriculum has been ordered and received.  
 
Evangelism:  A banner design for the bell tower has been chosen. John Jordan made a motion that a 5’ x 

10’ banner be purchased at a cost not to exceed $300 using Thrivent Funds.  Matt Hummel seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved.  If possible the banner will be hung in time for Rally Day.  



Four Church Farm:  The committee met August 21.  The farm has been used 22 times so far this year by 

various groups.  The pork roast is scheduled for October 7.  It will be announced at a later date what type of 
side dishes each church should bring.  A work day is scheduled for August 29.  All the churches could use 
more people to volunteer to mow the property. 
 

Mutual Ministry:  Did not meet.  
 

Property:  Distribution of new keys to the education building has been completed.  The ProTeen group will 

not be using the education building after October.  Pastor Betsy suggested asking David Kitzmiller to do 
occasional jobs around the church.  The committee decided to approach him about snow removal.  Who will 
do grass mowing is still being discussed.  Tammy and Hank Trites have agreed to donate their services in 
maintaining all of the plantings on the property.  The bat problem has gotten worse recently.  The committee 
decided to contact Buckeye Wildlife Solutions to get advice.  The north trancept has serious paint issues.  
Council suggested that more than one painting estimate be obtained.  Diane approached the principal at the 
Phoenix School to explain the ownership of the parking lot.  They have been driving school buses onto the 
lot which is not permitted.  
 
Rental Property:  All is well.  
 
Technology/Website:  The Octoberfest announcement will be on Facebook soon.  
 
WELCA:  The quarterly meeting will be at St. Paul’s on September 8 at 9:30 a.m.   
 
Worship:  The committee met August 26.  There is a plan to celebrate the 200th anniversary of Silent Night 

and the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I.  Plans for the Christmas season are under way.  
 
Youth:  St. Paul’s youth will continue to discuss the themes from the Houston Youth Gathering.  Crystal 

Stamper has resigned her role with the youth group.  
 
A motion was made by Kerrill Foster to accept the Committee reports.  Don Mliler seconded and the motion 
was approved.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Kerrill Foster reviewed the July financial report with Council.  Sally Finck prepared the 

annual St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Report on Agreed Upon Procedures for the Year Ended 
December 31, 2017.  There weren’t exceptions found in any area, and this is thanks to the good work done 
by Kerrill Foster.  Many thanks to Sally for preparing the Agreed Upon Procedures Report. A motion was 
made by Jim Rengert, seconded by Jean Hovland to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  The motion was 
approved.  Jim Rengert made a motion to approve the Agreed Upon Procedures report and it was seconded 
by Anne Daly.  The motion was approved.  
 
Pastor’s Report:  Funerals for Margaret Pound and Martha Knerr were held.  The ashes of Marie Holmes 

have been interred.  Irmgard Rhodes has requested a membership transfer to St. John’s due to the Yo 
service being discontinued.  Council discussed the Advent dinners that have been held with Holy Trinity.  It 
was decided that Pastor Betsy would approach Holy Trinity again about doing the Advent dinners in 2018.  
Logistics need to be improved for the dinners and a group will be selected to begin the planning.  Pastor 
Betsy will soon begin forming a group called “The Third Thirties”.  This will be a learning group designed for 
those aged 60 or older.  Appropriate textbooks are available and will be donated by the authors.  The goal 
will be to write a spritual autobiography to share with family.  A steering committee will be selected and so 
far includes Connie Baker.  Speakers such as a hospice chaplain and a funeral home pre-planning 
representative are possibilities.  There will be 9 sessions and community members are invited to participate 
too.  Pastor Betsy has noticed that some members bring their children to church but once the children leave 
home, the parents stop coming.  The next contact with St. Paul’s is for a funeral.  Pastor Betsy will 
investigate why members stop coming.   



OLD BUSINESS:  

 
The Listening Posts report is ready.  Pastor Betsy will meet with Pastor June on August 30 to review the 
report.  The congregation will receive a copy after a potluck luncheon on September 2.  Council will meet on 
September 16 at noon to discuss the report.  Council members are asked to bring a meat dish for the 
potluck on September 2.  
 
Jackie Sainsbury has resigned as sexton.  Ways of thanking her are being discussed.  Kerrill Foster will 
report at the next meeting.  Amber was hired to work 15 hours per week but has been working more than 
that.  It was decided to re-write the contract and state that she could work up to 20 hours per week.  This will 
be reviewed in 30 days.  
 
The September 9 Gods Work/Our Hands project has been coordinated with United Way.  St. Paul’s 
members will be cleaning at the Coalition of Care.  UW will supply t-shirts.  UW will have a Week of Caring 
kick off luncheon and it would be nice to have someone from St. Paul’s attend.  
 
Updates for the church handbook and amendments to the church constitution will be discussed at the next 
meeting.  
 
Pastor Martin Waack from our sister congregation in Mecklenburg, Germany has responded to our invitation 
to visit.  The Mecklenburg congregation has elected to visit the summer of 2020.  A committee is needed to 
organize the visit.  
 
Dates for a Council retreat with Pastor Bob Abrams will be discussed Sunday while he is here facilitating the 
Listening Posts report.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

The office folding machine is failing and there is no one to service the present machine.  Jodie will be asked 
to research a new machine and get three quotes.  
 
The Oktoberfest committee met August 26.  Dan Fisher has been asked to be in charge of the kitchen.  It 
was agreed to have a 50/50 raffle but it should be set up in the room near the food and not in the biergarten. 
 A review of the congregational membership rolls is still planned.  
 
ROUNDTABLE:  

 
Kerrill Foster stated that the budget committee needs to meet in September.  Volunteers are needed to 
serve on the committee.  
 
Jean Hovland mentioned the ELCA Justice for Women resources.  This will be discussed further at a 
WELCA meeting.  
 
The meeting closed with the Doxology and adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
  
The next meeting will be Monday, September 24, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in Danford Hall.  
 
Respectfully Submitted Lindsay Freytag Council Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 

SCHEDULE 

Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School for all 

ages 11:00 a.m. 

  
 

 

       SATURDAY                    

         WORSHIP 

4 p.m. year-round 

  
“The Mission of St. Paul's 

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is to SHARE, at all 
times and with all people,   
the Good News of GOD'S 

GRACE, through  
CHRIST JESUS.” 
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