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THE FORWARD 

the monthly newsletter of 
St. Paul’S EvangElical luthEran church 

Newark, Ohio  January 21, 2020 
Church Phone: 740-345-6115    Web Site: <www.stpaulselca.org> 

 

Pastor:  Reverend Betsy M. Williams                                                          Home Phone:  740-588-3620 
Interim Pastor:  Rev. Dr. John D. Stroup Home Phone:  614-920-4575 
Congregation Council President: Mandy S. John                                         Home Phone: 360-551-5046 
Office Secretary:  Jodie Nickles                                                               Mon-Fri 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   
Church Phone:  740-345-6115                                                                 Web Site: www.stpaulselca.org 

Now that we’ve seen the star…What do we do? 
So much of our lives are cyclical.  It’s part of what I enjoy about traditional churches – 

the lectionary and the liturgy.  Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost and then 

we start all over again.  Everything has its meaning and its rituals, comfort in the ebb and 

flow of our lives.  In lives that are often filled with fear, anger, sadness and uncertainty, the 

comfort of our faith cannot be underestimated. 

But, even faith changes.  Besides being a comfort, it must maintain a relevance to our 

lives and to the greater world beyond the walls of our lovely church.  After the meeting with 

our synod leaders two years ago, one of the things of importance was defining our mission, 

and thanks to Denise Crews, we will be meeting in a few short weeks to discuss the ideas 

brainstormed last year.  Part of the conversation included how do we/how can we be relevant 

in the wider world of faith?  Interested?  Talk to Denise about how you can help out. 

We are not the only ones pondering this – the Southern Ohio Synod has developed a 

campaign called “Thrive:  Equipping a Vibrant Church Together”.  If you are curious, I 

encourage you to reach out to Jean Hovland, the Southern Ohio Synod’s website and check 

out the pretty slick 8-page document about the campaign, and the video on You-Tube.  

Interested? Hook up with Jean. 

The wisemen after noticing the star in the heavens didn’t publish a paper, mention it on 

Facebook, and then go back to the latest international crisis which they could complain about, 

but not impact very much.  They packed up the camel and set out to find the Christ.  We are 

charged to do the same thing.  Complacency has been made fashionable by social media.  

How much simpler it is to complain and point fingers and flame someone or something about 

what they should be doing or what they should have done.  It makes us feel like we have 

accomplished something.  In reality we are just trapped in the quicksand of doing nothing.   

Dear friends, I encourage you to find some small thing where you can work at finding 

Christ.  I write checks and keep the books balanced, assemble Forward from what other folks 

send me, and compile the bulletins.  I can always use another pair of eyes to proof my work.  

Interested?  See me!  

Kerrill Foster, Financial Secretary 

 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Kerrill/My%20Documents/Forward/%3cwww.stpaulselca.org%3e
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  PRAYERS   Our prayers are requested for the following 
people: Ruth Swinehart, Dawn Campbell, Mary Beamer, Jan 
Rengert, Davey Saylor, Richard Saylor, Matthew Rauch, Marty 
Altmaier, Terri Beamer, Ruth White, Paul Baker, Mike Contoin, 
Ginny Baker, Stan Mozer, Betsy Williams, Tricia Queen, & 
Logan Johnson.  
 
Those with Long-Term Prayer Concerns:  Ginny Baker, Terrie 

Baker, Dawn Campbell, Fred Citrone, Ernest & Wanda Cooperider, Rose 
Godenschwager, Wilma Keller, Betty Neighbarger, Terry Nelson, Frances 
Slebodnik, Gretchen Treneff, Margaret Marx, Alice Smith. 
If you need an address for anyone or wish to add someone to the list, 
please call the office. 
 
Our sympathy to Gloria Popovich on the death of her brother, Steven Sukara 
who died January 4th.   
 
Notes to the Church and Congregation:  
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE will be February 26th at 7:15 p.m. 
  
EVERYONE IS WELCOME to experience the fellowship we offer by joining us 
for coffee/tea & occasional snack before or after the 9:30 a.m. Church Service in 
the lobby of the educational building each week. 
 
NORTH NEWARK MEMEBERS IN NEED OF A RIDE – We have two members 
in north Newark who would like to attend church.  One would like to come to the 
Saturday 4 p.m. service and the other to Sunday’s 9:30 service.  If you can 
provide a ride, please call the church office and let Jodie know.  She can put you 
in contact with the person.   
 
BREADS OF THE WORLD-Once again we are asking for bakers to help us 
celebrate world missions by providing breads from around the world for 
communion during the time after Epiphany.  Be it rye bread from Norway, Naan 
from India, Bao from China or anything in between.  If you are interested, please 
see Terri Beamer. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE CONGREGATION VALENTINE'S PARTY 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Thomas_Christian_cross
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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The 20's are here.  The 1920's that is.  The Bright Young Things invite you to a 
1920's Valentine Party on February 15 from 7-10 pm.  Tickets are $10 and will be 
on sale starting at the Congregational Meeting and will be available at the 
door.  Price includes food, drinks and entertainments.  Come as your favorite 
1920's icon for a chance at the 1920's products game prizes.  Babysitting will be 
provided.  For more information contact Matt or Alice. 
  

CONSTITUTION UPDATE  We are through the constitution changes and are 
now starting on the Bylaw updates.  Our goal is to have this to the Synod for 
review in May and back to us for adoption this fall.  The next meeting will be 
January 21 at 7 pm in Danford Hall. 
  
RIGHT OF WAY SALE  The City of Newark has accepted our counter offer for 
the right of way that includes the cost of replacing the sign.  We are in the 
process of signing the paperwork for the sale. 
 
BACK TO WORK ON OUR MISSION.  After your input this summer and an 
examination of our spiritual gifts, we are ready to delve back into developing a 
mission for the congregation.  We were asked to provide information on 
programs and needs identified by the ELCA, the Synod and the Community.  We 
are kicking off this information in January starting with ELCA programs that cross 
the globe and the country.  During the Lenten season we will focus on local 
needs and programs.  Look for more information in the bulletins and the Forward. 
 
IT’S WINTER WEATHER SEASON.  Remember if there is a level 2 snow 
emergency in Licking County we will not have services or activities.  We 
love you all and want to keep you safe.   
 
BIG CONGREGATION MEETINGS!!!  The weekend of January 25th and 26th 
we will be voting to approve the 2019 annual report.     
 
WELCA NEWS  Feb 1st at 9:30 a.m. we will meet to finalize plans for the 
Potato Bake.  Ruth Circle – will meet Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. on February 12th 
at Florence Knerr’s   Alice Circle – will meet Thursday February 20th at 1 p.m. in 
Weisgerber Lounge.  
 
TO THE CHURCH COUNCIL AND MEMBERS OF ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH: Many, many "Thank you's" for the kind, thoughtful and generous gift 
you gave to me at Christmas.  The gift was very much a surprise and I do 
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appreciate the genuine kindness with which it was given.  But I also want you to 
know that not only have I felt blessed by the opportunity to serve St. Paul's but I 
have also appreciated your support of my interim ministry here while Pastor 
Betsy is recovering from her illness.  Let's keep praying that she will continue to 
improve and that she will be able to resume her duties as your full-time pastor 
before too much longer.  May God continue to bless and to strengthen the 
ministry of St. Paul's Lutheran Church as you serve our Lord faithfully both now 
and in the future.  Thank you, again, for your gift and your support.  Pr. John D. 
Stroup, Interim pastor    
 
THANK YOU!  For the lovely Poinsettia!  Alice Smith 
 
MY GRATEFUL THANKS – Not only for the unexpected gift from the 
congregation, but for all of the help I have received from folks in preparing and 
editing the bulletins, and for sending me information for the Forward in a timely 
fashion and for helping in so many other ways with the administration of the 
church.  A big thank you to the “Backward Group” – the ladies who assemble and 
mail the Forward who did double duty this month by getting out the Annual 
Report and this Forward.  Kerrill Foster, Financial Secretary 
 
THE WHEN’S AND THE WHERE’S 

 ST. PAUL’S BOOK CLUB meets the third Monday evening of each month at 
7 p.m. 

 MATTHEW’S KITCHEN continues to meet the second Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. in Danford Hall. 

 GAME NIGHT – February 21st at 7p.m. in Weisgerber Lounge.  Bring your 
favorite board or card games or play someone else’s favorite.  Bring along a 
snack to share. 

 YOUTH  NEWS  - Fat Sunday!!! On Transfiguration Sunday, February 23rd, 
the Youth will host a Fat Sunday Breakfast featuring pancakes and other 
assorted goodness right after the Sunday morning service.  This will take the 
place of the youth breakfast usually held on the 2nd Sunday.  Cost is a free-
will offering.  Sunday School will happen after the breakfast.  Come hungry!  

 FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP Will be meeting in February on the 19th.  Stay 
tuned for further details! 

 MARCH 15TH – Potato bake 11-2 to benefit vertical 196 shelter  Mark your 
calendars! 

 APRIL 19TH – The Coshocton Community Choir will perform in our 
sanctuary that evening – time to be determined.  Mark your calendars! 
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ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY LAMP CANDLES - The new 

2020 Candle and Flower charts are up and ready to be filled out!  Please remember 

to also fill out a yellow sheet and turn that into the office!  Flowers and candles are 

available for the remainder January and February! Feb 23
rd

 – One vase is given by 

Richard and Lousie Shiels in memory of Dick’s parents, Dean & Marion Shiels.   

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
Received 12/08/2019:                     Year to Date          Attendance 
Current $ 5,470.00 $180,561.37        Sat. 4 p.m.      18 
Benevolence 54.00     5,803.00     Sun. 9:30 a.m.   66 
Total $5,524.00  $ 186,364.37      S.S.  28  Total   84 
 
Received 12/15/2019:                     Year to Date          Attendance 
Current $ 3,767.00 $184,331.37        Sat. 4 p.m.      22 
Benevolence 141.00     5,944.00     Sun. 9:30 a.m.   73 
Total $3,908.00  $ 158,475.37      S.S.  13  Total   95 
 
Received 12/22/2019:                     Year to Date          Attendance 
Current $ 2,214.00 $186,545.37        Sat. 4 p.m.      17 
Benevolence 31.00     5,975.00     Sun. 9:30 a.m.   82 
Total $2,245.00  $ 192,520.37      S.S.  21  Total   99 
 
Received 12/24/2019:                     Year to Date          Attendance 
Current $ 4,335.46 $190,880.83        3:30 p.m.          69 
Benevolence 200.00  6,175.00     Sun. 9:30 a.m.   125 
Total $4,535.46  $ 197,055.83                    Total   194 
 
Received 12/29/2019:                     Year to Date          Attendance 
Current $ 2,090.00 $192,970.83        Sat. 4 p.m.      20 
Benevolence 91.00    6,266.00     Sun. 9:30 a.m.   35 
Total $2,181.00  $ 199,236.83      S.S.  21  Total   55 
 
Thank you Thrivent Members for directing your money to St. Paul’s!   
 
Total Income for Operations as of December 31, 2019 $229,950.05 
Total Operating Expenses as December 31, 2019          - 140,162.15 
Balance        $ 89,787.90 
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Un-Edited and Un-Approved Council Minutes: December 30, 2019 

Members present: Alice Beamer, Denise Crews, Anne Daly, Mark Finck, Kerrill Foster, 

Jean Hovland, Mandy John, Charlie Laidlaw-Smith, Joe McDaniel, Al Miller, Jim 

Rengert 

Excused: Matt Hummel, Charlie Laidlaw-Smith, Joe McDaniel, Al Miller, Betsy 

Williams  

 

Call to Order: 7:00pm 

 

Devotion: Prayer 

 

Congregational Concerns: No congregation members present 

 

Review of Nov 25th 2019 minutes:  

*Motion to accept the corrected minutes: Jim Rengert, Seconded: Anne Daly. Motion 

Approved 

 

Committee Reports: 

*Motion to accept the reports: Greta Blegvad, Seconded: Mark Finck. Motion Approved 

● Congregational Care: Debbie Antcil and Gail Grangaard visited shut-ins and 

gave The Word in season. On Dec 10th Dawn Campbell had a heart attack and 

went to Licking Memorial.  

● Education: No Report 

● Evangelism: No Report 

● Four Church Farm: No Report 

● Mutual Ministry: No Report 

● Property: Committee met with the appraiser for the city concerning the 

roundabout that is going in at 5 points. 

● Rental Property: Did not meet, one renter did not pay and will pay in January 

with a late fee. Spouting and gutters put on the 349 Hudson property. 349 Hudson 

lost the back fence due to an arson on the adjacent house. 

● Technology/Website: No Report 

● WELCA: Christmas meeting 1st Saturday in Dec. tossing around the idea of a 

Potato bake in March to benefit the Vertical 196 shelter 

● Worship: Didn’t meet in December. Lessons and Carols were well received and 

requested to repeat in 2020.  
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● Youth Ministry: will shoot for a breakfast in February.   

 

Treasurer's Report: 

*Motion to approve the treasurer's report: Denise Crews, Seconded: Anne Daly 

 

Pastor’s Report: No Report 

 

Old Business: 

● Mecklenburg 2020(20 confirmed), working on activities (June 19- 28) 

● 2020 church council installation will occur Jan 12th 

● Church Staff bonuses distributed for the Christmas season.  

● Thrive! How do we want to present this to the congregation? Next quarterly 

meeting?? 

○ Campaign started in January, will be worked on in the upcoming months. 

Information will be put out to see if there is any interest 

 

New Business: 

● The constitution is done and by-laws are up next to be worked on 

Roundtable:   

● Kerrill-Annual reports need to be in by Jan 6th, and the cutoff for the Forward is 

Jan 6th 

● Mark-Monagene enjoyed being brought to the Christmas eve service and would 

enjoy being brought from time to time if people are available to pick her up and 

bring her 

● Jean-Suggested the we advertise the 4pm service more 

● Jim-Upon Pastor Betsy’s return to the altar her health insurance should be 

reviewed 

● Denise- It has been discussed about having a roaring 20’s valentine’s day party in 

February 

Closing prayer: The meeting was concluded by reciting the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Dates to Remember 
Jan 6- Cutoff for annual report 

Jan 10-Forward cutoff 

Jan 12-Installation of new council 

members 

 

Jan 15-Forward 

Jan 21-Constitution 

Jan 25 & 26-Congregational Meeting 

Jan 27-Council meeting
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SUNDAY 

SCHEDULE 

Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School for all 

ages 11:00 a.m. 

 

  

  
SATURDAY 

WORSHIP 

4 p.m. year-round 

  
“The Mission of St. Paul's 

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is to SHARE, at all 
times and with all people,   
the Good News of GOD'S 

GRACE, through  
CHRIST JESUS.” 

 
 

 

 


