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For the Living of these Days     September 16, 2020 
Information for Worship in a Time Apart 

With St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 67 N. Fifth St, Newark OH 43055 

Church Office. 740-345-6115             Council President Jean Hovland – 740-366-5058 

ST. PAUL’S Sermon and Lessons for the week  1-740-247-5551  
COME ONE AND ALL TO WORSHIP TOGETHER SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19TH  AT 4 P.M.! 

WEAR A MASK!   BRING HAND SANITIZER!  SIT IN MARKED PEWS and  

OBSERVE SOCIAL DISTANCING BETWEEN FAMILY GROUPS! 

PLEASE, DON’T COME IF YOU ARE FEELING ILL.  

CONTINUE TO LOOK FOR OUR SERVICE ONLINE ON FACEBOOK OR GO TO STPAULSELCA.ORG, 

FOLLOW THE LINK AND OPEN THE VIDEO IN THE BROWSER OF YOUR CHOICE! 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
That’s Not Fair!  How many times have you heard that?  As a parent or a teacher I’m sure you 

have heard it many times.  The responses are many; life isn’t fair, this is not a democracy, because I 
said so, and on and on.  But aren’t we glad that life is NOT fair?  Who among us wants what we really 
deserve?  I know I don’t.  We are blessed by a grace and compassion for our failings that goes far 
beyond our comprehension.  It surprises me at how quickly that knowledge gets pushed aside in our 
eagerness to condemn someone else – for their failures, foibles and foolishness.  How we love that 
feeling of power and self-satisfaction that comes from pointing out the errors of others.  But that 
feeling is so transitory – what a better place it would be if we could all remember the blessed feeling 
of forgiveness bestowed upon us and shared that instead.  Have a wonderful, blessed and grace-
filled week!  Kerrill  

 
Rally Day thoughts.  We saw some more returning faces!  Thanks again to Denise Crews for the 

lovely montage on Facebook – check out the link on our webpage to view this again.  We will be 
collecting food items for the Food Pantry as our service project this year.  There are boxes located in 
the back hallway and in the narthex of the church.  We hope to collect 3,000 items. The collection will 
run through November 21st.   

 
Communion went very well on Rally Day.  As a reminder, there are two ways to commune from 

home:  Using your own bread and wine, you may commune during the live communion as you watch 
the Facebook feed, OR (this one’s new) You can pick up an already blessed communion cup from 
church and use this cup to commune when you are able to watch the service.  Communion cups will 
be available in the office.  Just give Jodie a call.   

 
Children’s Sunday School - Families with elementary aged children should have received a 

packet of materials with lessons for September.  Subsequently, we decided that a subscription to 
‘Spark Family’ magazine would be more useful and more user friendly for families with young 
children.  It has individual Bible stories and activities that can be read and discussed together each 
week.  A one year subscription of quarterly issues was ordered for each family we identified.  If you 
did not receive a packet and would like a subscription, please contact the church office or Diane Ganz 
(740-344-9141). 

 
Altar Flowers.  The altar flowers are left on a table in the back hallway after the Saturday service.  

If you know a shut-in who is able to receive them, you are welcome to come in an pick up a vase and 
deliver them.  You don’t even need to come into the office.   

 
September Birthdays 

September 27th – Mark Eastman, Jim Kolb, Carol Mumaw, Terry Nelson (84) 

September 28th – Marilyn Doll 

September 30th – Erik Ganz, Alice Smith (87), Tyler Triplett 

 

Please Keep the following people in your prayers: 
Tambra Simon 
Carmella Holman 
 

Matthew Rauch 
Ruth Swinehart 
 

Jan Rengert  
Missy Zimmerman 
 

Ruth White  
Pastor Betsy & family 
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Those with long-term ongoing concerns: 
Dawn Campbell 
Earnest & Wanda 
Cooperider 
Davey & Mary Saylor 

Gretchen Treneff 
Mary Beamer 

Marshall Rosene 

Betty Neighbarger 

Wilma Keller 

Terry Nelson 

Margaret Marx 

Terrie Baker   

Ginny Baker 
Rose Godenschwager 

Frances Slebodnik 

Alice Smith 

 

 
16th Weekend after Pentecost   
Service of the Word 
St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
September 19, 2020 4 p.m. 
Supply Organist:  Andrew Willis  
Council President:  M. Jean Hovland  
Pastor Emeritus:  Rev. William J. Rauch 
Interim Pastor:  Rev. Dr. John D. Stroup 

 
PRELUDE:  “Trumpet Tune”  – Aaron David Miller 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Dear Friends, please remember that there will be no singing or speaking in 
unison during the service to reduce the possible spread of disease.  All text will be read by the supply 
pastor and singing by the cantor. The offering plates will be by the exit doors as you leave today.  
Standing at the ringing of the bell and during this service is optional. 
 

ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
     Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
     Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  Most merciful God, we confess 
that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
     In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
KYRIE -  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let 
us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.   
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, 
have mercy.  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 
 
GLORIA   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 
you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your 
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us 
to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
PSALM 145:1-8 
1I will exalt you, my | God and king, and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 
 2Every day | will I bless you  and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 
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 3Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised!  There is no end | to your greatness. 
 4One generation shall praise your works | to another  and shall de- | clare your power.  
 5I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty  and all your | marvelous works. 
 6They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts,  and I will re- | count your greatness. 
 7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness;  they shall sing joyfully | of your 
righteousness. 
 8The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion,  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast 
love.  
 
 
THE LESSON:  is written in the book of Philippians  Chapter 1 beginning with the 21st verse: 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for 
me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart 
and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since 
I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy 
in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see 
you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side 
by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. 
For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he 
has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as 
well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. The 
word of the Lord.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand as you are able. Standing is optional.)  
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 20th    chapter.  (1-6)   
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 
same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now 
when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual 
daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 
and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 
not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 
this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 
Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” The 
gospel of the Lord.  
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #588 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
 
There's a wideness in God's mercy like the wideness of the sea; there is a kindness in God's justice 
which is more than liberty. There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heaven. 
There is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment given.  
 
There is a welcome for the sinner, and a promised grace made good; there is mercy with the Savior; 
there is healing in his blood. There is grace enough for thousands of new worlds as great as this; 
there is room for fresh creations in that upper home of bliss.  
 
For the love of God is broader than the measures of our mind; and the heart of the Eternal is most 
wonderfully kind. But we make this love too narrow by false limits of our own; and we magnify its 
strictness with a zeal God will not own.  
 
Tis not all we owe to Jesus; it is something more than all: greater good because of evil, larger mercy 
through the fall. Make our love, O God more faithful; let us take you at your word, and our lives will be 
Thanksgiving for the goodness of the Lord.  
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION please remember there are no responses said in unison.   
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING –  The Cantor will provide the responses 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Cantor will demonstrate communion at lectern 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; (Please open 
your wafer and hold it up.) 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying (Please raise 
your cup but do not open it yet) 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 
 
Now my brothers and sisters in Christ, please join me in sharing the Sacrament of Holy Communion: 
 

The body of Christ given for you (Please consume the wafer). 
 
The Blood of Christ shed for you (Please open your cup and drink the juice.) 
 
THE BLESSING 
And now may the Body and the Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in His 
Grace.  Amen. 
 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift 
of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION  May the LORD watch between you and me, when we are absent one from the other 

and Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL   Go in peace, serve the Lord! 
 
POSTLUDE: “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” – John Turner  


