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THE FORWARD 

the monthly newsletter of 
St. Paul’S EvangElical luthEran church 

Newark, Ohio  March 17, 2020 
Church Phone: 740-345-6115    Web Site: <www.stpaulselca.org> 

 

Pastor:  Reverend Betsy M. Williams                                                      Home Phone:  740-588-3620 
Interim Pastor:  Rev. Dr. John D. Stroup                                                 Home Phone:  614-920-4575 
Congregation Council President: M. Jean Hovland                                 Home Phone: 740-366-5058 
Office Secretary:  Jodie Nickles                                                               Mon-Fri 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   
Church Phone:  740-345-6115                                                                 Web Site: www.stpaulselca.org 

Greetings from the Saturday Interim Pastor!  Over the last several months I have 

come to know several members of this congregation, and I must say that I am very 

impressed with what I have found. In truth, each church strives to become welcoming 

and open, and that is exactly how I would describe Saint Paul’s.  Ever since I first 

came here last year, I have been welcomed with open arms, and have experienced the 

love of Christ from everyone with whom I have had contact; of course this is not 

limited to me, but it extends to the visitors and new people who enter this sacred 

space as well.  As a result, I feel strongly that our Lord is about to do some amazing 

things within this congregation, and through you, in the community as well. 

Scarcely does there come along a group of loving people under one roof, and yet 

we are called to take that love outside of the building, and into the world.  Imagine 

what it would be like for the community to know the faith of our members.  Imagine 

what it would be like for the stranger to feel as welcomed on the street as much as 

they are in our pews.  Just imagine! 

Martin Luther wanted to see the Church reformed into the image that was 

inspired by Jesus; that it might return to the true mission, as established by Christ.  

This process began with his thesis upon the doors of the Wittenberg Cathedral, but it 

continues today, just as it has echoed throughout generations of fellow Christians.  

Therefore, we all need to be ready and willing to act upon his initial call to reform and 

stop allowing others to dictate what our faith means.  In other words, be not limited to 

outside opinions as to what it means to be a Lutheran in the world of today—instead, 

redefine it; and mold the form into a community loving, Christ centered, and 

sacramentally focused ministry.  I know that you can do this, as I have seen the seeds 

planted.  Now it is time to grow them; now is the time to see the fruit of your labor.  

You are the Church, so be the Church; and become the life-changing Christians that 

the world needs today. 

Pastor Matthew Van Winkle 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Kerrill/My%20Documents/Forward/%3cwww.stpaulselca.org%3e
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  PRAYERS   Our prayers are requested for the following 
people: David Beamer, Carmella Holman, Vickie Zigan, 
Charles Cooperider, Mark Anctil, Marshall Rosene, Christina 
Holloway, Ruth Swinehart, Dawn Campbell, Mary Beamer, Jan 
Rengert, Davey Saylor, Matthew Rauch, Marty Altmaier, Terri 
Beamer, Ruth White, Paul Baker, Mike Contoin, Ginny Baker, 
Stan Mozer, Betsy Williams, Tricia Queen, & Logan Johnson.  
 

Those with Long-Term Prayer Concerns:  Ginny Baker, Terrie Baker, Dawn 
Campbell, Fred Citrone, Ernest & Wanda Cooperider, Rose Godenschwager, 
Wilma Keller, Betty Neighbarger, Terry Nelson, Frances Slebodnik, Gretchen 
Treneff, Margaret Marx, Alice Smith. 
If you need an address for anyone or wish to add someone to the list, 
please call the office. 
 
Notes to the Church and Congregation:  
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALICE BEAMER on her recent graduation from Ohio 
University.  Well done, Alice! 
 
WELL DONE, CAROL WHEELER  Carol has just retired after volunteering for 
50 years(!!!) at the TWIG gift shop at Licking Memorial Hospital. Thank you for 
your tireless service to our community! 
 
THE COSHOCTON COMMUNITY CHOIR On Saturday, April 18th, the 
Coshocton Community Choir will perform its Easter Concert at St. Paul's at 
7 P.M.  The choir has around 80 singers and sings all types of music from 
spirituals to beloved hymns to centuries old pieces and everything in 
between.  Invite your friends to come with you!  We also need your help. St. 
Paul's will be providing supper for the choir after an afternoon practice and before 
the performance.  There will be sandwich platters, but we'll need donations of hot 
and cold sides and desserts dropped off to fill out the menu.  We also need a 
kitchen crew of 7 - 10 people to set out the food and everything so the meal is 
ready when the choir finishes practicing.  If you are willing to provide food for the 
meal or be on the kitchen crew, please call Sadie Smith at 740- 291- 2999 and 
leave a message.  Or email her at wren359@yahoo.com 
.  
 

mailto:wren359@yahoo.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Thomas_Christian_cross
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


3 

 

BRING YOUR OWN SOUP.  This year our Wednesday night supper will be a 
potluck, due to the difficulty in finding soup makers.  Dinner will start at 6:30 pm 
followed by the Lenten Service at 7:15 pm.  Come share those favorite dishes 
you only make for potlucks.  Remember to bring your own place settings to  
reduce after dinner cleanup.  Wednesday Potlucks will end April 1st. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE SPRING-CLEANING DAY.  We will be 
having the annual spring cleaning of the church and chapel on March 21st  at 
1pm. This is in preparation for Holy Week and Easter.  We will be washing down 
the pews and woodwork, cleaning glass, mopping the floor and more.  Please 
bring gloves, buckets and sponges if you can. Many hands make light work so 
the more people we have the easier the task. If you have questions, please see 
Matt Hummel.   
 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR DELEGATES to the Southern Ohio Synod Assembly 
on May 16th, 2020.  This year the assembly will be held at Epiphany Lutheran 
Church in Centerville Ohio.  We will be electing two representatives and two 
alternates at the Congregational Meeting in April.  If you are interested, please 
talk to Jean Hovland or call the office. 
 
OUR NEXT CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be April 4th and 5th in 
conjunction with the worship services.  In addition to the financial update, we will 
elect delegates to the Synod Assembly and provide a progress report on the 
various activities going on in the church.   
 
THE LOBBY RENOVATION GROUP HAS STARTED Work on the Lobby 
project continues.  We have selected material for the window treatment and paint 
samples are being tested on the Lobby walls.  We met with the sales 
representative for National Business Furniture and are awaiting a 
recommendation and quote on furniture.  Thanks to everyone who has provided 
input and made donations to the Lobby fund.  We are still hoping to have painting 
completed by Easter and the major renovation completed by the end of June for 
the Northern Germany visit.  If you have questions, you can talk to Matt. 
 

THE FAMILY CALENDAR has been posted in the Lobby so please feel free to 
add your events.  There are slips in the envelope to leave at the office to get your 
information in the bulletin, Forward, Facebook, and webpage at the same 
time.  Also, feel free to add pictures of your activities around the edges that share 
the fun. 
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WELCA NEWS   
ANNUAL RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE:  It is time to begin thinking about those 
things you’ve been meaning to get rid of.  Your donations will provide funds for 
church receptions, funeral luncheons and WELCA functions.  We welcome baked 

goods of all sorts (cupcakes don’t sell 😊), household goods, toys, books, 
clothing and almost anything in useable condition.  Items may be left on the 
stage in Danford Hall after Easter. Our dates are April 17th from 9-2 and & the 
18th from 9-noon. 
Ruth Circle – will meet Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. on April 8th at Florence Knerr’s 
and again on the 15th to set up for the rummage sale. Alice Circle – will meet 
Thursday April 16th at 1 p.m. to price goods for the rummage sale.  Nancy Circle 
will meet on April 18th at Noon to clean up after the rummage sale.   
 
THE WHEN’S AND THE WHERE’S 

Tentative Holy Week/ Easter Schedule of Services 
Palm Sunday & the Sunday of the Passion will be celebrated both at the 4:00 
pm. Service on Saturday, April 4th, and 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, April 5th.   
 
Holy Week – There will be NO noontime services. 
 
April 9th - Maundy Thursday – Our parish service will begin at 7:15 p.m.  
Communion assistants and a lector are needed.   
 
April 10th Good Friday - The Tre Ora (traditional three-hour Good Friday 
service) will be held at St. Paul’s from noon to 3:00 p.m.  We are working on 
finalizing plans.  If you are interested in providing special music or reading, 
please let Matt Hummel or the office know.   
 
Our Own Parish Good Friday Service will be on April 10th at 7:15 p.m.  
 

Easter Weekend – Easter Festival Celebrations 
Saturday April 11

th
  at 4 p.m. in the Church 

Sunday April 12
th

 6:30 a.m. at the Four Church Farm 
Sunday April 12

th
  9:30 a.m. in the Church 

 

 ST. PAUL’S BOOK CLUB meets the third Monday evening of each month at 
7 p.m. 
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 MATTHEW’S KITCHEN continues to meet the second Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. in Danford Hall. 

 GAME NIGHT – April 17th  at 7p.m. in Weisgerber Lounge.  Bring your 
favorite board or card games or play someone else’s favorite.  Bring along a 
snack to share. 

 YOUTH  NEWS  - No breakfast in April on Easter Sunday. 

 FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP will be meeting at Noon on April 15th in 
Weisgerber Lounge.  Joe Tebin will be giving us a presentation on the 
Arcade.   

 APRIL 18TH – The Coshocton Community Choir will perform in our 
sanctuary that evening at 7 p.m. this is a community event and everyone is 
invited.  Mark your calendars! 

 
From the Southern Ohio Synod Because we care… 
The Ohio Department of Health recommends the following precautions; 

 Stay home when you are sick 
 Avoid contact with people who are sick 
 Get adequate sleep and eat well-balanced meals 
 Wash hands often with soap and water (20 seconds or longer) 
 Dry hands with a clean towel or air dry your hands 
 Cover cough with a tissue or sleeve when coughing or sneezing 
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands or 

after touching surfaces 
 Clean and disinfect ‘high-touch’ surfaces often 
 Call before visiting your doctor 
 Practice good hygiene habits 

It is also recommended to get the flu vaccine if you have not already done so as 
the flu can mimic symptoms of the Coronavirus.  Protocols regarding worship 
services and other gatherings should be the same as the influenza protocol your 
congregation has in place. 

 Limit exposure by using an alternative to handshaking during the passing 
of the peace 

 When possible provide an alternative way for members to participate in 
worship if they are ill 

 Make sure those providing communion have washed their hands and are 
not ill themselves 
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For more information, please see the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
website at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/  Or the Ohio Department of Health 
at https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/Novel-
Coronavirus/2019-nCoV 

ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY LAMP CANDLES - Please remember 
to also fill out a yellow sheet and turn that into the office.  
March 22nd – One vase of flowers is given by Gene & Linda Crawmer on the 
occasion of their 50th wedding anniversary, March 21st.  The remaining vase and 
candle are available.   
March 29th - The flowers and candle are available.   
April 5th – The flowers are available.  The candle is given by Greg and Kim 
Everingham in honor of their granddaughter, Lauren Everingham on the 
occasion of her 5th birthday, April 1st.   
April 12th – Easter flowers only 
April 19th – One vase is given by Shirley Campbell in honor of her grandson, 
Alex Triplett on the occasion of his birthday April 14th.  The remaining vase and 
candle are available.   
April 26th – both the flowers and candle is available.   
 

 

Easter Flower Ordering Time!  The last day to order flowers 
is April 1st.  We will be ordering an assortment of 
Chrysanthemums to adorn the altar on Easter Sunday. The 
plants will still cost $10.00 each.  The form below can be filled 
out and either put in the offering plate at worship or mailed to the 
church office (67 N. 5th Street, Newark, Ohio 43055) 

Your Name                                                         I want to place an Easter flower 
for the following reason: 

In memory of                                                                                                             

    

In honor of                                                                                                                 

     

To the Glory of God __________ 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/Novel-Coronavirus/2019-nCoV
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/Novel-Coronavirus/2019-nCoV
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
Received 02/09/2020:                     Year to Date          Attendance 
Current $ 1,685.00 $ 18,579.00        Sat. 4 p.m.      20 
Benevolence 46.00    523.00     Sun. 9:30 a.m.   92 
Total $1,731.00  $19,102.00      S.S.  30  Total  102 
 
Received 02/16/2020:                     Year to Date          Attendance 
Current $ 3,039.00 $21,618.00        Sat. 4 p.m.      24 
Benevolence 136.00        659.00     Sun. 9:30 a.m.   71 
Total $3,175.00  $ 22,277.00      S.S.  19  Total   95 
 
Received 02/23/2020:                     Year to Date          Attendance 
Current $ 3,663.00 $25,281.00        Sat. 4 p.m.      24 
Benevolence 31.00         690.00     Sun. 9:30 a.m.   68 
Total $3,694.00  $ 25,971.00      S.S.  ??  Total   92 
 
Received 03/01/2020:                     Year to Date          Attendance 
Current $ 2,411.00 $27,692.00      Sat. 4 p.m.        23 
Benevolence 88.00  778.00     Sun. 9:30 a.m.   76 
Total $2,499.00  $ 28,470.00     S.S.  ??   Total   99 
 
Thank you Thrivent Members for directing your money to St. Paul’s!  The 
following people made contributions to the Memorial Fund in memory of Richard 
Wagenheim:  Diane Ganz, Ron & Linda Mai, Kim Dershem, Judy Seabright, and 
Richard & Terri Fouke.   
 
Total Income for Operations as of February 29, 2020 $27,871.54 
Total Operating Expenses as February 29, 2020          - 19,776.21 
Balance        $ 8,095.33 
 

UNEDITED AND UNAPPROVED COUNCIL MINUTES 
FROM FEBRUARY 24, 2020 

Attendance: Greta Blegvad, Alice Beamer, Denise Crews, Anne Daly, Kerrill 
Foster, Matt Hummel, Mandy John, Tim Jordan, Richard Koch, Al Miller, Pastor 
Stroup, Dick Shiels 
 Absences: Jean Hovland, Charlie Laidlaw-Smith, Betsy Williams 

 Unexcused: Joe McDaniel 
 

Call to Order: 7:00pm 
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Devotion: Psalm 34:8 
 

Congregational Concerns: No congregational concerns 
 

Review of Meeting Minutes from January 27, 2020: 
*Motion to approve minutes: Richard Koch, Seconded: Mandy John. Motion 
Approved 
 

Committee Reports 

 Congregational Care: No Report   
 Education: No Report 
 Evangelism: No Report 
 Four Church Farms: No Report 
 Mutual Ministry: Met Jan 20th 
 Property: No Report 
 Rental Property: Old appliances were removed from several properties 

and our garage. Dan Fischer donated a small refrigerator to the 105 W. 
Locust location. Our backyard at 349 Hudson has been cleaned and we 
are waiting for the fence rebuild   

 Technology/website: No Report 
 WELCA: Next meeting is March 7th in Danford. Potato bake is March 15th  

to benefit the Vertical 196 shelter. In April they will be holding their annual 
rummage sale  

 Worship: Planned up to the Tre Ora service which will be held at St. 
Paul’s. Matt is working on musicians and speakers 

 Youth Ministry: Breakfast went well 
 Mecklenburg 2020: Have some activities planned and are currently 

working on transportation. Also planning to get an agenda out to the 
congregation for daily plans 

*Motion to approve reports: Denise Crews, Seconded: Tim Jordan. Motion 
Approved 
 

Treasurer's Report 
*Motion to approve report: Mandy John, Seconded: Denise Crews. Motion 
Approved 
 
Kerrill took the time to go through our congregational member directory and 
removed those who have not had contact with the church nor given the church 
valid/updated address or contact information in 4 years. She brought it to council 
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to look over, make changes and get approval for the official removal of them from 
the system.  
 
*Motion to accept the member directory as amended with the removal of 92 
people from the system: Alice Beamer, Seconded: Al Miller. Motion Approved 
 

Pastors Report: Presided over 4 Sunday worship services and the Wagenheim 
funeral on Jan 17, 2020.  Visited the shut-ins and the sick. Attended the council 
meeting on Jan 27, 2020 as well as the Worship Committee meeting 
*Motion to accept the Pastor’s report: Mandy John, Seconded: Richard Koch. 
Motion Approved 
 

Old Business 

-Suggestion at the last meeting was to hold an estate planning meeting? If 
St. Paul’s participates in the Thrive campaign then SOS can provide this 
type of meeting automatically  
 

-Michael Belt; Hosting the Coshocton Community Choir at St. Paul’s. Date 
changed to Saturday April 18th. Set up would be around 3pm and supper 
would be at 5pm, provided by the church and the concert is at 7pm. A 
grant to cover the cost of sandwich trays is being applied for, but they are 
asking congregation members to drop off desserts, salads and hot sides. 
A sign-up sheet will be present to make sure there are enough food 
donations for the meal.  
 
-LC Center for the Visually Impaired signs are looking for places to place 
their new signs. One was suggested for the front window and another one 
near the back door.  

 

New Business 

-LC Center for the Visually Impaired: Tom Young needs to park as close 
to the building as possible and will be parking near the dumpster, where 
pastor parking is.  
 
-Sean would like to change from working on Monday to Tuesday. The 
company will be contacted to check with them.  

  
 -Host a Thrive training meeting in March.  
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 -Congregation Quarterly Meeting April 4th/5th to include: 
  1. Constitution Updates 
  2. Vote on meeting delegates for the SOS assembly on May 16th in 

 Centerville OH 

  3. Finance Report 
 

Roundtable/Closing Prayer 
 
Matt-Lobby renovation is slowly moving forward, someone is coming in to help 
give direction on what we are looking for since there are an abundance of 
opinions on what people want. Paint swatches are in the corner to give an idea of 
color scheme. Denise is making curtains. Monetary donations are still welcome.   
 
Denise-By-laws are still being worked on, they are currently up to officers and 
council 
 
The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Dates to Remember: 
April 4/5-Quarterly Congregational Meeting 

April 17/18-WELCA Rummage Sale 
April 18-Coshocton Community Choir 
March 1-Thrivent Representative: meet directly after church 
March 7-WELCA meeting in Danford 
March 24-Thrive meeting at 6:30pm in Danford. Coffee, tea, and cookies to be 
provided 
March 30-Council Meeting 
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SUNDAY 

SCHEDULE 

Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School for all 

ages 11:00 a.m. 

 

  

  
SATURDAY 

WORSHIP 

4 p.m. year-round 

  
“The Mission of St. Paul's 

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is to SHARE, at all 
times and with all people,   
the Good News of GOD'S 

GRACE, through  
CHRIST JESUS.” 

 
 

 

 


