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For the Living of these Days     November 11, 2020 
Information for Worship in a Time Apart 

With St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 67 N. Fifth St, Newark OH 43055 

Church Office. 740-345-6115             Council President Jean Hovland – 740-366-5058 

ST. PAUL’S Sermon and Lessons for the week  1-740-247-5551  
COME ONE AND ALL TO WORSHIP TOGETHER SATURDAY NOVEMBER 14TH AT 4 P.M.! 

WEAR A MASK!   BRING HAND SANITIZER!  SIT IN MARKED PEWS and  

OBSERVE SOCIAL DISTANCING BETWEEN FAMILY GROUPS! 

PLEASE, DON’T COME IF YOU ARE FEELING ILL.  

CONTINUE TO LOOK FOR OUR SERVICE ONLINE ON FACEBOOK OR GO TO STPAULSELCA.ORG, 

FOLLOW THE LINK AND OPEN THE VIDEO IN THE BROWSER OF YOUR CHOICE! 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  Changes, Changes, Changes – And yet, we are still spreading the word 
and hope of God!  Alleluia!  As we find ourselves trying to find new ways to continue our beloved 
traditions in the midst of a pandemic, there will be many changes, and some may find them too 
stringent, and others may see them to be not restrictive enough!  Such is life in a community, any 
community, not just one of faith.  The point is not whether or not the worship experience is exactly to 
our liking – and I assure you, we would all rather be doing our worship just as we did in the “good old 
days”, but that we are worshiping, we are trying to find ways that spread the Good News even if the 
ways are cumbersome and creaky and are not going to be the way that we like or are used to.  I 
encourage you to find ways to do the same.  Spread the word! Share the love!  Kerrill 
 
Advent, Christmas and Worship  The first Saturday of Advent is November 28th – just around the 

corner!  So much is different this year, that the worship committee wanted to give you heads up on 

the things that will be the same and the things that because of the pandemic will be different.   

 

Advent:  Thanks to John Jordan & family, the Advent wreath will be in place for all the services.  

Pastor Stroup once again will lead the “Moving of the Figurines” from the windowsills of the church to 

the Manger and it is his hope that there will be some young folks in attendance to help with that! 

Christmas:  We will be ordering Poinsettia plants to adorn the altar (those of you who ordered Easter 

Flowers – I can substitute a Poinsettia if you wish),  wreaths will be on the doors (want to donate 

them?) the church will be decorated, and we will have a Christ Mass.   

 

Here are the big differences – because we have an interim pastor and a supply organist, the 

number and times of the services will by necessity be different as will the number of people who can 

attend (Thank you pandemic☹). 

 

The Christ Mass – Thursday December 24th at 10 p.m. with special music starting at 9:30. 

Reservations must be made to attend the service by calling the church office as seating will be 

limited.  We will broadcast this service live on Facebook and in addition place it on our usual web 

locations.  The Christ Mass will be celebrated again Saturday, December 26th at 4 p.m. at our usual 

worship time.   

 

In the event we are once again in lockdown, the services will proceed and be filmed just without the 

presence of a congregation.   

 
Sunday Afternoon Coffee Hour continues via ZOOM on Sunday, November 15th at 4 p.m.  Please 

look for an email with the login information or call the office and join us with a cup of coffee or tea for 

some fellowship. We look forward to seeing each other again! 

 

Thanksgiving Boxes The women of the ELCA will be providing the fixings for a Thanksgiving meal 

for those in need of a helping hand this year.  If you would be blessed by a box, please contact the 

church office no later than Friday November 13th at 2 p.m. to receive a box.  Boxes will be ready to 

be picked up on Saturday, November 21st between 10 a.m.-11 a.m.  If you need delivery, let the office 

know.   

 

Virtual Christmas Pageant! This year, we are going to try to do our Christmas pageant, but online 

instead. Practices and the performance will be done through Zoom. If you are interested in 
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participating, please contact Juli Rauch: jrauch248@gmail.com.  The pageant will be filmed and aired 

on our Facebook and YouTube pages.   

 

November Birthdays 

Nov. 17th – Christina Hall, Nov. 19th – Christy Hoskinson, Eli Sensabaugh, David Truex 

Nov. 20th – Max Stamper, Nov 21st Matt Kaercher, Nov 22nd – Julie Ingram 

 

November Anniversaries 

Nov. 15th Terry & Karen Nelson (46), Nov. 22nd – Gary & Vicci Walters (51) 

 

Please Keep the following people in your prayers: 
Tambra Simon 
Carmella Holman 
Diane Ganz  

Matthew Rauch 
Ruth Swinehart 
Ernie Cooperider 

Logan Johnson  
Ginny Baker 
Pastor Betsy  

Steve & Janet Gall 
Charles Cooperider 
Caroline King

 
Those with long-term ongoing concerns: 
Dawn Campbell 
Davey & Mary Saylor 
Gretchen Treneff 

Mary Beamer 

Marshall Rosene 

Betty Neighbarger 

Wilma Keller 
Terry Nelson 

Margaret Marx 

Terrie Baker   
Rose Godenschwager 
Frances Slebodnik 

Alice Smith

23rd Weekend after Pentecost   
Holy Eucharist  
St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
November 7, 2020 4 p.m. 
Supply Organist:  Andrew Willis  
Council President:  M. Jean Hovland  
Pastor Emeritus:  Rev. William J. Rauch 
Interim Pastor:  Rev. Dr. John D. Stroup 

 
PRELUDE:  “Be Thou My Vision” – Andrew Willis 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS Dear Friends, please remember that there will be no singing or speaking in unison during 
the service to reduce the possible spread of disease.  All text will be read by the supply pastor and singing by 
the cantor. The offering plates will be by the exit doors as you leave today.  Standing at this service is optional. 
 
GREETING The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
 
ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  Most merciful God, we confess that we 
are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 
KYRIE -  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.  For this holy house, and for all who 
offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  Help, save, comfort, and defend 
us, gracious Lord. Amen. 

 
GLORIA   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for 
your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world:  have mercy on us;  You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone 
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are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 
glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you 
give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day 
of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
THE CANTOR WILL LEAD  PSALM 90:1-12 
1Lord, you have | been our refuge   from one generation | to another. 
 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the | earth were born,  from age to age | you are 
God. 
 3You turn us back to the | dust and say,  “Turn back, O child- | ren of earth.” 
 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when | it is past    and like a watch | in the night;  
 5you sweep them away | like a dream,   they fade away suddenly | like the grass: 
 6in the morning it is | green and flourishes;  in the evening it is dried | up and withered. 
 7For we are consumed | by your anger;   we are afraid because | of your wrath. 
 8Our iniquities you have | set before you,   and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance.  
 9When you are angry, all our | days are gone;  we bring our years to an end | like a sigh. 
 10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength | even eighty; yet the sum of them is but labor 
and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and | we are gone. 
 11Who regards the power | of your wrath?  Who rightly fears your | indignation? 
 12So teach us to num- | ber our days  that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom.  
 
THE LESSON:  is written in the book of 1st Thessalonians Chapter 5 beginning with the 1st verse: 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to 
you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they 
say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise 
you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 
darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who 
sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be 
sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has 
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each 
other, as indeed you are doing.  The word of the Lord.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand as you are able. Standing is optional.)  
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL: You say:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 25th chapter.  (14-30)   
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted 
his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, 
and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But 
the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 
money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one 
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 
me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me 
two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that 
you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I 
was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, 
‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not 
scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 
talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who 
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” The gospel of the Lord.  
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #693 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”  

Come, ye thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest home. All be safely gathered in ere the winter 
storms begin. God our maker doth provide for our wants to be supplied. Come to God's own temple, come, 
raise the song of harvest home.  

All the world is God's own field, fruit unto his praise to yield; wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or 
sorrow grown. First the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear. Lord of harvest, grant that we 
wholesome grain and pure maybe.  
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For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his harvest home; from his field shall in that day all the 
offenses purge away; give his angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast, but the fruitful ears to store in 
his garner evermore.  

Even so, Lord quickly come to the final harvest home. Gather then thy people in, free from sorrow, free 
from sin, there, forever purified in thy garner to abide. Come with all thine angels, come, raise the glorious 
harvest home!  
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION please remember there are no responses said in unison.   
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING –  The Cantor will provide the responses 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Cantor will demonstrate communion at lectern 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; (Please open your wafer 
and hold it up.)  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying (Please raise your cup 
but do not open it yet)  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
Now my brothers and sisters in Christ, please join me in sharing the Sacrament of Holy Communion: 
The body of Christ given for you (Please consume the wafer). 
The Blood of Christ shed for you (Please open your cup and drink the juice.) 
 
THE BLESSING  And now may the Body and the Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you 
in His Grace.  Amen. 
 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In 
your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

And now may the Body and the Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in His Grace.  
Amen. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In 
your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
May the LORD watch between you and me, when we are absent one from the other, and Almighty God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL   Go in peace, serve the Lord! 
 

POSTLUDE:  “Festival Toccata on ST ANNE ” – Frederick Swann 

 


